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Empedocles . . . 
Whom that three-cornered isle of all the lands 

Bore on her coasts which, though for much she seem 

The mighty and the wondrous isle, . . . hath ne'er 
Possessed within her aught of more renown. 
Nor aught more holy, wonderful, and dear 
Than this true man. Nay, ever so far and pure 
The lofty music of his breast dvvine 
Lifts up its voice and tells of glories found 
That scarce he seems of human stock create. 

Lucretius, I. 716 ff. 
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DEDICATION. 
(To W.R.N.) 

In my last winter by Atlantic seas, 

How often, when the long day's task was through, 

I found, in nights of friendliness with you. 

The quiet comer of the scholar's ease; 

While you explored the Orphic liturgies, 

Or old Pythagoras' mystic One and Two, 

Or heartened me with Plato's larger view. 

Or the world-epic of Empedodes: 

It cost you little ; but such things as these, 
^When man goes inland, following his star — 
When man goes inland whefe the strangers are- 
Build him a house of goodly memories : 
So take this book in token, and rejoice 
That I am richer having heard your voice. 

W. E. L. 
Manson. WiSv Dec. igo6. 
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EMPEDOCLES: THE MAN, THE PHILOS- 
OPHER, THE POET. 

LIFE. 

THE philosopher Empedocles, according to the 
common tradition of antiquity, was born at 
Agrigentum in Sicily, and flourished just before 
the Peloponnesian war, the contemporary of the 
great Athenians about Pericles. He might have 
heard the Prometheus in the theatre of Dionysus 
and have talked with Euripides in the Agora; or 
have seen with Phidias the bright Pallas Athene on 
the Acropolis; or have listened in the groves beyond 
the city while Anaxagoras unfolded to him those 
half-spiritual guesses at the nature of the tmiverse, 
so different from his own. He might: but the de- 
tails of his life are all too imperfectly recorded. The 
brief references in other philosophers and the vita 
of Diogenes Laertius contain much that is contra- 
dictory or legendary. Though apparently of a 
wealthy and conservative family, he took the lead 
among his fellow citizens against the encroach- 
ments of the aristocracy; but, as it seems, falling 
at last from popular favor, he left Agrigenttmi 
and died in the Peloponnesus — ^his famous leap into 
Motmt Aetna being as mythical as his reputed 
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2 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

translation after a sacrificial meal But time 

restores the exiles: Florence at last set the image 
of Dante before the gates of Santa Croce; and 
now, after two thousand years, the hardy demo- 
crats of Agrigentum begin to cherish (so I have 
read) the honest memory of Empedocles with that 
of Mazzini and Garibaldi. 

PERSONALITY. 

The personality of this old Mediterranean Greek 
must have been impressive. He was not only the 
statesman and philosopher, but the poet. And ego- 
tistic, melancholy, eloquent^ soul that he was, he 
seems to have considered himself above all as the 
wonder-worker and the hierophant, in purple vest 
and golden girdle, 

"Crowned both with fillets and with towering wreaths;" 

and he tells us of his triumphal passage through the 
Sicilian cities, how throngs of his men and women 
accompanied him along the road, how from house 
and alley thousands of the fearful and the sick 
crowded upon him and besought oracles or healing 
words. And stories have come down to us of his 
wonderful deeds, as the waking of a woman from a 
long trance and the quite plausible cure of a mad- 
man by music. Some traces of this imposing figure, 
with elements frankly drawn from legends not here 
mentioned appear in Arnold's poem. 

*From Empedocles, indeed, according to Aristotle, the study of 
rhetoric got its first impulse. Cf. Diels's Gorgias und Empedocles in 
Sitsungsberichte d, K. P. Akademie d. IVissenschaften, 1884. 
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THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 



WORKS. 

Of the many works, imputed to Empedocles by 
antiquity, presumably only two are genuine, the 
poems On Nature and the Purifications; and of 
these we possess but the fragments preserved in the 
citations of philosopher and doxographer from Ar- 
istotle to Simplicius, which, though but a small part 
of the whole, are much more numerous and com- 
prehensive than those of either Xenophanes or Par- 
menides. It is impossible to determine when the 
poems were lost: they were read doubtless by Lu- 
cretius and Cicero, possibly as late as the sixth 
century by Simplicius, who at least quotes from the 
On Nature at length.^ 

HISTORY OF THE TEXT. 

The fragments were imperfectly collected late in 
the Renaissance, as far as I have been able to deter- 
mine, first by the great German Xylander, who 
translated them into Latin. Stephanus published 
his Empedoclis Fragmenta at Paris in 1573. ^^^ 
not till the nineteenth century did they get the at- 
tention they deserve, in the editions of Sturz (1805) 
Karsten ( 1838) , Stein ( 1852 ) , and MuUach ( i860) , 
which show, however, confusing diversities in the 
readings as well as in the general arrangement. 
Each extfept Stein's is accompanied by Latin trans- 

"The writings of Democritus are conjectured to have been lost 
between the third and fifth centuries. 
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4 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

lation* and notes. But our best text is unquestion- 
ably that of Hermann Diels of Berlin, first pub- 
lished in 1901 in his Poetarum Philosophorum 
Fragmenta, and subsequently (1906), with a few 
slight changes and additions, in his Fragmente der 
Vorsokratiker. 

TRANSLATIONS. 

As said above, there are several translations into 
Latin; all that I have seen being in prose, and some 
rather loose for the work of distinguished scholars. 
The late P. Tannery gives a literal French trans- 
lation in his work on Hellenic Science, Diels in his 
Fragmente one in German, Bodrero in his // Prin- 
cipio one in Italian, and Burnet and Fairbanks in 
their works on early Greek philosophy literal Eng- 
lish translations, of which the former's is the better. 
There is one in German hexameters from the ear- 
lier decades of the last century; and a few brief 
selections in the English hexameters of W. C. Law- 
ton may be found in Warner's Library of the 
World's Best Literature. The works of Frere and 
of Symonds contain specimen renderings, the form- 
er's in verse, the latter's in prose. Probably Diels 
does most justice to the meaning of Empedocles; 
none assuredly does any kind of justice to his poetry. 

THE IDEAS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

We can reconstruct something of Empedocles's 
system out of the fragments themselves and out of 

•I have not seen the original of Sturz's edition; but I gather 
from references in my reading that it contains a translation. 
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THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES- 5 

the allusions in the ancients ; yet our knowledge is 
by no means precise, and even from the earliest 
times has there been diversity of interpretation. 
Various problems are discussed, as they come up, 
in the Notes, but a brief survey of what seems to be 
his thought as a whole, even at the risk of some 
repetition, may help the general reader to get his 
bearings. 

The philosophy of the On Nature may be con- 
sidered as a union of the Eleatic doctrine of Being 
with that of the Heraclitic Becoming, albeit the 
Sicilian is more the natural scientist than the dia- 
lectician, more the Spencer than the Hegel of his 
times. With Parmenides he denies that the aught 
can come from or return to the naught ; with Hera- 
clitus he affirms the principle of development. There 
is no real creation or annihilation in this universal 
round of things; but an eternal mixing and unmix- 
ing, due to two eternal powers, Love and Hate, of 
one world-stuflF in its sum unalterable and eternal. 
There is something in the conception suggestive of 
the chemistry of later times. To the water of 
Thales, the air of Anaximenes, and the fire of 
Heraclitus he adds earth, and declares them as all 
alike primeval, the promise and the potency of the 
tmiverse, 

"The fourfold root of all things." 

These are the celebrated "four elements'* of later 
philosophy and magic. In the beginning, if we 
may so speak of a vision which seems to transcend 
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6 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

time, these four, held together by the uniting bond 
of Love, rested, each separated and unmixed, beside 
one another in the shape of a perfect sphere, which 
by the entrance of Hate was gradually broken up 
to develop at last into the world and the individual 
things, 

"Knit in all fonns and wonderful to see." 

But the complete mastery of Hate, means the com- 
plete dissipation and destruction of things as such, 
until Love, winning the upper hand, begins to unite 
and form another world of life and beauty, which 
ends in the still and lifeless sphere of old, again 

"exultant in surrounding solitude." 

Whereupon, in the same way, new world-periods 
arise, and in continual interchange follow one an- 
other forever, like the secular aeons of the nebular 
h)rpothesis of to-day. 

Moreover, Empedocles tells us of a mysterious 
vortex, the origin of which he may have explained 
in some lost portion of his poem, a whirling mass, 
like the nebula in Orion or the original of our solar 
system, that seems to be the first stage in the world- 
process after the motiotiless harmony of the sphere. 
Out of this came the elements one by one: first, air, 
which, condensing or thickening, encompassed the 
rest in the form of a globe or, as some maintain, of 
an egg; then fire, which took the upper space, and 
crowded air beneath her. And thus arose two 
hemispheres, together forming the hollow vault of 
the terrestrial heaven above and below us, the 
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THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. ^ 

bright entirely of fire, the dark of air, sprinkled 
with the patches of fire we call stars. And, because 
in unstable equilibrium, or because bearing still 
something of the swift motion of the vortex, or be- 
cause of fire's intrinsic push and pressure — for Em- 
pedocles's physics are here particularly obscure — 
this vault begins to revolve: and behold the morn- 
ing and the evening of the first day; for this revo- 
lution of the vault is, he tells us, the cause of day 
and night. 

Out of the other elements came the earth, prob- 
ably something warm and slimy, without form and 
void. It too was involved in the whirl of things; 
and the same force which expels the water from a 
sponge, when swung round and round in a boy's 
hand, worked within her, and the moist spurted 
forth and its evaporation filled the under spaces of 
air, and the dry land appeared. And the everlast- 
ing Law made two great lights, for signs and sea- 
sons, and for days and years, the greater light to 
rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night; 
and it made the stars also. 

The development of organic life, in which the 
interest of Empedocles chiefly centers, took place, 
as we have seen, in the period of the conflict of Love 
and Hate, through the unceasing mixing and sepa- 
ration of the four elements. Furthermore, the 
quantitative differences of the combinations pro- 
duced qualitative differences of sensible properties. 
First the plants, conceived as endowed with feeling, 
sprang up, germinations out of earth. Then ani- 
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8 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

mals arose piecemeal — ^he tells us in one passage — 
heads, arms, eyes, roaming ghastly through space, 
the chance unions of which resulted in grotesque 
shapes until joined in fit number and proportion, 
they developed into the organisms we see about us. 
In another passage we hear how first rose mere 
lumps of earth 

"with rude impress," 

but he is probably speaking of two separate periods 
of creation. Empedocles was a crude evolutionist.* 

His theory of the attraction of like for like, so 
suggestive of the chemical affinities of modern sci- 
ence; his theory of perception, the earliest recog- 
nition, with the possible exception of Alcmaon of 
Croton, of the subjective element in man's experi- 
ence with the outer world; and his affirmation of 
the consciousness of matter, in company with so 
many later materialists, even down to Haeckel, who 
puts the soul in the atom, are, perhaps, for our pur- 
poses sufficiently explained in the notes. 

Behind all the absurdities of the system of Em- 
pedocles, we recognize the keen observation, in- 
sight, and generalizing power of a profound mind, 
which, in our day with our resources of knowledge, 
would have been in the forefront of the world's seek- 
ers after that Reality which even the last and the 
greatest seek with a success too humble to warrant 
much smiling at those gone before. 

' Some portions of the above paragraphs are translated and con- 
densed from Zeller, some others from Vorlander, Geschkhte der 
Philosophie, I. Band, Leipsic, 1903. 
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THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 9 

THE POETRY OF EMPEDOCLES. 

Empedocles and his forerunner Parmenides were 
the only Greek philosophers who wrote down their 
systems in verse; for Heraclitus had written in 
crabbed prose, and Xenophanes was more poet- 
satirist than poet-philosopher. Lucretius, the poet- 
ical disciple of Empedocles (though not in the same 
degree that he was the philosophic disciple of Epi- 
curus), is in this their only successor. Contempo- 
rary reflective satire and the metrical forms of the 
Orphics may, as Burnet conjectures, have sug- 
gested the innovation; but both Parmenides and 
Empedocles were poets by nature, and I see no rea- 
son why they should not naturally and spontane- 
ously have chosen the poet's splendid privilege of 
verse for their thought. 

The Ionic dialect of Empedocles's hexameters, 
and occasionally even his phrase, is Homeric; but 
in mood and manner, as sometimes in philosophic 
terminology, he recalls the Eleatic. Parmenides 
had written : 

"And thou shalt know the Source etherial, 
And all the starry signs along the sky, 
And the resplendent works of that clear lamp 
Of glowing sun, and whence they all arose. 
Likewise of wandering works of round-eyed moon 
Shalt thou yet learn and of her source; and then 
Shalt thou know too the heavens that close us round — 
Both whence they sprang and how Fate leading them 
Bound isLSt to keep the limits of the stars. . . . 
How earth and sun and moon and common sky. 
The Milky Way, Olympos outermost. 
And burning might of stars made haste to be.^ 

■Parmenides, fr. lo, ii, Diels, FV. 
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And it is as if he were addressing the Agrigen- 
tine and bequeathing him his spiritual heritage; 
and we might add thereto those verses of another 
poet of more familiar times : 

"And thou shalt write a song like mine, and yet 
Much more than mine, as thou art more than I." 

For, although Empedocles has left us no pas- 
sage of the gorgeous imagination of Parmenides's 
proem,^ the finrot rat /le if>€povo'ivy his fragments as 
a whole seem much more worth while. 

He was true poet. There is first the grandeur 
of his conception. Its untruth for the intellect of 
to-day should not blind us to its truth and power 
for the imagination, the same yesterday, to-day and 
perhaps forever. The Ptolemaic astronomy of Par- 
adise Lost is as real to the student of Milton as the 
Copernican to the student of Laplace, and an essen- 
tial element in the poem. The nine circles of the 
subterranean Abyss lose none of their impressive- 
ness for us because we know more of geology than 
the author of the Inferno. The imagination can 
glory in the cross of Christ, towering over the 
wrecks of time, long after the intellect has settled 
with the dogmas of orthodoxy. And an idea may 
be imposing even for the intellect where the intel- 
lect repudiates its validity. A stupendous error 
like the Hegelian logic of history, even the pseudo- 
science of Goethe's vertebral theory of the skull, 
that yet suggests the great principle of morpholog- 

•Diels, FV. Arnold has borrowed from it one of the best lines 
of Empedocles on Aetna : 

**Yc sun-bom Virgins ! on the road of truth." — 
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THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. II 

ical and functional metamorphosis, argues greater 
things for the mind of man than any truth, however 
ingeniously discovered, in the world of petty facts. 
And the response of the soul is a poetic response, 
the thrill and the enthusiasm before the large idea. 
Our poet's conception is impressive to imagination 
and to intellect: we stand with him amid the awful 
silence of the primeval Sphere that yet exults in 
surrounding solitude; but out of the darkness and 
the abyss there comes a sound : one by one do quake 
the limbs of God; the powers of life and death are 
at work; Love and Hate contend in the bosom of 
nature as in the bosom of man; we sweep on in fire 
and rain and down the 

"awful heights of Air;" 

amid the monstrous shapes, the arms, the heads, the 
glaring eyes, in space, and at last we are in the 
habitable world, this shaggy earth, this sky-roofed 
cave of the fruitful vine and olive, of the multi- 
tudinous tribes of hairy beasts, and of men and 
women, — all wonderful to see; for Empedocles is 
strikingly concrete. But the aeons of change never 
end; and the revolution, as we have seen, comes full 
circle forever. 

There is too the large poet's feeling for the color, 
the movement, the mystery, the life of the world 
about us: for the wide glow of blue heaven, for the 
rain streaming down on the mountain trees, for the 
wind-storm riding in from ocean, for 

"Night, the lonely, with her sightless eyes," 



Digitized by 



Google 



12 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

for the lion couched on the mountain side, the diver- 
bird skimming the waves with its wings, and 

'*The songless shoals of spawning fish" 

that are 

"nourished in deep waters" 

and led, it may be, by Aphrodite. 

There is the poet's relation to his kind, the sym- 
pathy with 

"men and women, the pitied and bewailed/' 

who after their little share of life with briefest 
fates 

''Like smoke are lifted up and flit away;" 

the interest and the joy in the activities of man: 
how now one lights his lantern and sallies forth in 
the wintry night; how now another mixes his paints 
in the sunlight for a variegated picture of trees 
and birds which is to adorn the temple; how now 
a little girl, down by the brook, 

"Plays with a waterclock of gleaming bronze/' 

There is the poet's instinct for the effective 
phrase, which suggests so much, because it tells so 
little; an austere simplicity, which relates the author 
by achievement to that best period of Greek art to 
which he belonged by birth; and a roll of rhythm 
as impassioned and sonorous as was ever heard on 
Italian soil, though that soil was the birth-place of 
Lucretius. . .But I am the translator, not the critic, 
of the poet. 
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ON NATURE. 

To His Friend. 
I. 
HavcavCrij av Bk kkvOi^j hat<f>povo^ 'Ay^tTov vU. 

Hear thou, Pausanias, son of wise Anchitus! 

Limitations of Knowledge. 

2. 

OTCW'ftwrol [lep yap iraXa/iai Kara yvta K€)(WTaA' 
iroXXa S^ heCk* ifiTrcuaj rd r a/ifiXijvova'L fiepCfiva^. 
iravpov hk ^on}^ ihiov p*ipo^ aOprjaavre^ 
wKv/iopoi, KOTTvolo hucrjv dpOipre^ dtrerrrav 
avTO [lovov ireurOepre^y oroit irpociicvpa^v ecaLOTOS 
iravToc* i\auv6ii€voi,j to 8* Skov [wag] cuj(crat evpeiv* 
ovrcEi9 ovr* hnhepma Ta8* avBpcunv ov8* iiroKovoTa 
ovre v6<M irepiXriwrd. av 8* odvy eircl 58* ikidadri^^ 
neuaeou, ov ir\iov 'qk fiporeCrj /x-^ng optopev. 

For narrow through their members scattered ways 
Of knowing lie. And many a vile surprise 
Blunts soul and keen desire. And having viewed 
Their little share of life, with briefest fates, 
Like smoke they are lifted up and flit away, 
Believing only what each chances on. 



Digitized by 



Google 



l6 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

Hither and thither driven; yet they boast 
The larger vision of the whole and all. 
But thuswise never shall these things be seen, 
Never be heard by men, nor seized by mind; 
And thou, since hither now withdrawn apart, 
Shalt learn — ^no more than mortal ken may span. 



Shelter these teachings in thine own mute breast. 

4. 
aXXa 0€ol T&v fih fiaviriv i'lroTpiijfaTe yX<ocrcn;9| 
cic 8* oaUav orrofidTwv KOidapfjV oxcrcucrarc wqyijp. 
Kal crey irokufivijcrrq kevKcaXei^e irap0€P€ Mowraj 
avTOfioLj &v difii,^ iarrlv iifyrniepioiarip aKovtiVy 
wifiwe trap* 'Eva-efiCrfs iXdova einjviov apfia. 
/xi}8e ere y* cvSo^oio fivqaeraJL avO^a ti./x^9 
ir/)09 OvrjfT&v av^kiaOaJLy i<f>* &i ff ocrvq^ irXeov ciirttp 
ddpaeL KoX rote 8^ aro<l>Cris eir* aKpotcrt OodXiav. 
dXX* ay a0p€i wdairji irakap/qi^ m)i 8*^X01^ eKaurrov^ 
liijre Tt oi/riy ^oiy iriarei trXebi^ ^ KaT aKoxrjp 
fj aKOf^v ipvBovnov vnep rpav^fiara yX<ocr<n;9, 
/xifre Ti r!av aXXctii/, oiroarqi iropo^ iarrl vorjcroL^ 
yvwv wioTiv ipvK€j i^oci 6^ ijt 8i}Xoy eKourrov. 

But turn their madness, Gods ! from tongue of mine. 
And drain through holy lips the well-spring clear ! 
And many-wooed, O white-armed Maiden-Muse, 
Thee I approach : O drive and send to me 
Meek Piety's well-reined chariot of song. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 1 7 

So far as lawf ut is for men to hear, 
Whose lives are but a day. Nor shall desire 
To pluck the flowers of fame and wide report 
Among mankind impel thee on to dare 
Speech beyond holy bound and seat profane 
Upon those topmost pinnacles of Truth. 
But come, by every way of knowing see 
How each thing is revealed. Nor, having sight, 
Trust sight no more than hearing wilLbear out. 
Trust echoing ear but after tasting tongue; 
Nor check the proof of all thy members aught: 
Note by all ways each thing as 'tis revealed. 

5. 
dXXa KOLKols luv Kafyra /teXct Kpartofwrtv airurrciv. 
CU9 Bk Trap* ruimpji^ KeXerau, irurrd/jLara Mowrq^y 
yvwOi, huurcrqdepTO^ ivl a"jr\dy)(youri, Xoyoto. 

Yea, but the base distrust the High and Strong; 
Yet know the pledges that our Muse will urge, 
When once her words be sifted through thy soul. 

The Elements, 
6. 

riaaapa yap travrtav pi^ci/iaTa vp&rov aKov€' 

N^aTt9 ^) 17 8aicpvoi9 riyy€JL icpowoifta Pporeiov. 

And first the fourfold root of all things hear ! — 
White gleaming Zeus, life-bringing Here, Dis, 
And Nestis whose tears bedew mortality. 
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l8 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 



dyevTjTa. 

The uncreated elements. 

Birth and Death, 
& 
aXXo 8c Tot ipccD' <^v(n9 ov8ci/09 ioTLv awdvTCDV 
Ovrfr&Vy ovSc Tt9 ovkofievov OavaToio rcXci/nf, 
dXXa iiovov fit^i^ T€ 8taXXa£i9 tc iiiyivrfov 
iarCy ^vai^ 8' cttI rot9 ovo/id^ercu dvOpcmoKiiv. 

More will I tell thee too : there is no birth 
Of all things mortal, nor end in ruinous death; 
But mingling only and interchange of mixed 
There is, and birth is but its name with men. 

9. 
01 o ore fiep Kara (f^oyra /ttyci/r ct9 aiuep likcjvtolj 
^ Kara Orfpciv ayporepcov yivo^ '^ Kara Odfivfov 
'^€ KaT ol(opS}Vy t6t€ [lep TO [Xeyovci] yevecdai' 
edre 8* diroKpivOma-Ly rd 8* aS hvchaCfiova ttot/iov' 
17 de/xLS [ov] KaXeovcrt, voficDi 8* i7rul>7jiiL Kal avro9. 

But when in man, wild beast, or bird, or bush, 
These elements commingle and arrive 
The realms of light, the thoughtless deem it "birth" ; 
When they dispart, 'tis "doom of death;'* and though 
Not this the Law, I too assent to use. 

la 
ddvarov . . . aXotnji^. 

Avenging Death. 
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THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. I9 

Ex nihilo nihil 
II. 

vrJTrioi' ov yap a^iv h6ki')(6^povi^ etcrt /lepL/xvcUy 

ot 8^ yCyvearOcu irdpo^ ovk iov i\7rC^ov<nv 

^ Ti KaTaOvijurKeiv re kol i^oWvcOcu airavrqi. 

Fools ! for their thoughts are briefly brooded o^er. 
Who trust that what is not can e'er become, 
Or aught that is can wholly die away. 

12. 

5c T€ yap ovSa/i iovros a/iifxavov core yeificrdax 
Kai r iov i^airokicrOax avrjwoTov koX airvarov 
aUl yap rfji y corot, amjt k4 Tt9 at^ ipelBr/L. 

From what-is-not what-is can ne'er become; 
So that what-is should e'er be all destroyed, 
No force could compass and no ear hath heard — 
For there 'twill be forever where 'tis set. 

The Plenum. 
13. 
oifB^ Tc ToC wavTQ^ K€v€ov TTcXcc ovBk 7r€pia'€r6v. 

The All hath neither Void nor Overflow. 

14. 
Tov iravTo^ 8* ovSei/ Keveov md^v otv tl k iw€\0oi; 

But with the All there is no Void, so whence 
Could aught of more come nigh? 
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20 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

Our Elements Immortal. 
1$. 
ovK &v avrip rotavra ao^^ <f>p€ai iiameuo'axTOy 

CU9 O^pa ll€V T€ fil&O'ly TO 8^ fiioTOV KoXcOVCly 

T6if>pa fih^ otv eiarCvy koJl a^iv vdpa Seiko, Kal iadXdy 
irplvtkirdy€v re fiporol Kal [^trcl] \v0€Py ovBh/ ap tWiv. 

No wise man dreams such folly in his heart, 
That only whilst we live what men call life 
We have our being and take our good and ill, 
And ere as mortals we compacted be, 
And when as mortals we be loosed apart, 
We are as nothing. 

Love and Hate, the Everlasting. 
i6. 
i^t yap KoX irdpo^ icKCj kol ccrcrerot, ovS/ woTy ouo, 
TOVTCDV a/iifxyrepcDV Kevewrerai, darwero^ aitov. 

For even as Love and Hate were strong of yore. 
They shall have their hereafter ; nor I think 
Shall endless Age be emptied of these Twain. 

The Cosmic Process. 
17- 
SmtX* ipiw* Tore [ih^ yap tv rjv^Ori /lovov ehai 
CK wXeopoiVy Tork 8* aS Ste^v tr\4ov cf €1/09 ct'cw. 
Soil) 8c dvrjT&v yepetri^y 8oirj 8* diroXeitjfL^' 
rffp phf yap irdvnav avpoSo^ tmctcc t* oXeicct t€, 
17 8^ ttoKlv hi,axf>voii€vci}v Opt^deto'a hUirrq. 
Kal ravr aXXctcrcroi/ra Biafiircpi^ ovSa/ia Xijyecy 
aXXorc /ih ^iXoTTyrc aw€px6ii€p €19 iv diravray 
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THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 21 

c^Xorc 8* ai St^* Sccwrra ^opevii&a Ncucco? ^^€t. 
[ovr(U9 i^t iikv kv Ik irXeopfop iieiidOriKe if>ika'0(u] 
^8^ woXlv BL(uf>vvTos €1^09 ttX^ov* iKTeK^Oovci^ 
rfJL ii€v yiyvovrai t€ koX ov (r<l>unv i/iireho^ alcjv' 
i^t 8^ BiaXkdo'a'ovTa hta/iwepe^ ov8afba Xifyct, 
ravrqi 8* at^ &uni^ aKivrfroi Kara kvkXop. 
dXX* aye iiv0(ov K\v0r iiddr) yap rot ^p4va^ av^ct- 
<09 yap icat trpti^ cetTra 7n<f>ava'KQ}v neCpara /ivdiovj 
8wrX* epcioi* rorc ftcv yap tv rjv^dri fiovov eli/cu 
iK irkeovwvj rork 8* aS 8t€i^v v\4ov i^ ivo^ eli/ai^ 
lAp KoX vBcDp Kal yala Koi rjipo^ airkerov v^o^^ 
Netfco^ T ov\6ii€vov 8t;(a rSv, araXairoi^ a7rai/r>yi, 
KoX ^tXor»j9 ci^ Toto'ii', Jin; [irJKo^ re 9rXaro9 T€* 
r^v crv voGic h€pK€Vy /irjh* oix/iaa-LP 'Ijao reOriwoi^' 
rfn^ Kal dvqrola'i vo/iC^erai, €fb<^vro9 apdpoiSf 
rfji T€ ^Cka ^poviovai kcX apdiiia ipya reXoikni 
TyjdoarvvTfv Ka\4ovT€^ hrmrvfiov iJ8* *A<f>p68CTriv' 
rffv ov Tt9 ftera rolaiv iXurao/iivriv BeBdrfKe 
dvrfTos avijp' aif 8' aKove Xoyov otoXoi^ ovk dirarv^Xov. 
ravra yap Vrd re irdvra Kal rjXiKa yiwav iofrij 
nfb^9 8* dXXi}9 aWo /leheij ndpa 8' ^0o^ iKdarwL^ 
ip hi iiip€i Kpariovai wepttrko/JLipoLO xRopoio. 
KoX wpo^ T019 ovT ap ri rt yiperoL ovr airokijyw 
€tT€ yap i(f>0€LpopTO Bia/xirepi^j ovK^r &p ^aap* 
TovTO 8* iirav^areu to ttSlp rt k€ koX 7r60€p i\06p; 
irfJL 8/ K€ K'^^awoXoLTOj itrel tSv8* ovBh^ iprfiiop; 
dXX* avrd iarip ravra, 8t* ak\i]\(op 8^ 0€opra 
yiyperoL dXXorc dXXa kou ijveicc^ olkp o/iola. 

I will report a twofold truth. Now grows 
The One from Many into being, now 
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22 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

Even from the One disparting come the Many. 
Twofold the birth, twofold the death of things : 
For, now, the meeting of the Many brings 
To birth iand death ; and, now, whatever grew 
From out their sundering, flies apart and dies. 
And this long interchange shall never end. 
Whiles into One do all through Love unite; 
Whiles too the same are rent through hate of Strife. 
And in so far as is the One still wont 
To grow from Many, and the Many, again. 
Spring from primeval scattering of the One, 
So far have they a birth and mortal date; 
And in so far as the long interchange 
Ends not, so far forever established gods 
Around the circle of the world they move. 
But come! but hear my words! For knowledge 

gained 
Makes strong thy soul. For as before I spake. 
Naming the utter goal of these my words, 
I will report a twofold truth. Now grows 
The One from Many into being, now 
Even from the One disparting come the Many, — 
Fire, Water, Earth and awful heights of Air ; 
And shut from them apart, the deadly Strife 
In equipoise, and Love within their midst 
In all her being in length and breadth the same. 
Behold her now with mind, and sit not there 
With eyes astonished, for 'tis she inborn 
Abides established in the limbs of men. 
Through her they cherish thoughts of love, through 

her 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 23 

Perfect the works of concord, calling her 
By name Delight or Aphrodite clear. 
She speeds revolving in the elements, 
But this no mortal man hath ever learned — 
Hear thou the undelusive course of proof: 
Behold those elements own equal strength 
And equal origin; each rules its task; 
And unto each its primal mode ; and each 
Prevailing conquers with revolving time. 
And more than these there is no birth nor end; 
For were they wasted ever and evermore. 
They were no longer, and the great All were then 
How to be plenished and from what far coast? 
And how, besides, might they to ruin come, 
Since nothing lives that empty is of them? — 
No, these are all, and, as they course along 
Through one another, now this, now that is born— 
And so forever down Eternity, 

la ll 

Love. 

19. 
axeSvvrfv ^iXoTJira. 

Firm-clasping Lovingness. 

Love and Hate in the Organic World. 
20. 
TOVTO flip dv fipoT€Q)v [lekecDv apiSeCKerov oyKov 
oKkore [liv ^iXottjti avvepxoiiev* eU tv airavra 
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24 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

yutaj ra crca/ta XikoyX^y fi^^ daXidovro^ iv aK/irji' 
aKkoT€ 8' a2r€ Kaicrjuri SLariirjdepT 'EptSecrcrt 
irXaieroA avBix ^Koara ireplppTiyiuvi fiioio. 
w^ 8' avro>9 ddfivoKTi kgX ixdwiv yBpo/iekaBpoL^ 
drjpa-C T opeikex^ea-inv IBk Trrcpo^afbocrt kvii^oa^. 

The world-wide warfare of the eternal Two 
Well in the mass of human limbs is shown : 
Whiles into one do they through Love unite, 
And mortal members take the body's form, 
And life doth flower at the prime; and whiles, 
Again dissevered by the Hates perverse. 
They wander far and wide and up and down 
The surf -swept beaches and drear shores of life. 
So too with thicket, tree, and gleaming fish 
Housed in the crystal walls of waters wide; 
And so with beasts that couch on mountain slopes, 
And water-fowls that skim the long blue sea. 

From the Elements is All We See. 

21. 

aXX' aye, ra>v8* 6dpmv irpor^pmp iwiiidprvpa h^pKevy 
€t rt icat ^1^ irporepoiorL \L7r6ivkov irrXero iiop^iiiy 
rii\iov fieu OtpyLov bpav koX Xapmphv wiravrqiy 
a/xfipora 8' oatr tSec t€ koX apy4n Severau, avyfjiy 
o/ifipov 8* ip mat Bvo<j>6€PTai re piyaXiov rv 
Ik 8' ah)^ TTpopeovai dikv/ivd re koX OTepcamd. 
hf hi Koran ZiayLOp^a koX av8t;(a iravra irikovrtu^ 
avp 8* iprj iv ^tXon^ri ical dXXi^Xourt vodeirai. 
iK TcvT(ov yap vdvff oca r ^v ocra r &m ical ecrraxy 
hipBptd T ifi\d(rni€r€ ical avipt^ ^8^ yvi^oiicc^i 
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07Jp€^ r olcDVOL T€ KOX V^WTod p4llflOV€% Ix^^j 
KaC T€ 0€ol BokLXOLUJVe^ TLll'^m if>€pUrTOL. 

avTOL yap eamv ravra, 8t* aW'qXcjv Sk Oiovra 
yiyvenxjL dXXoicoTra* rocov 8ta Kprjci^ dfieCfiei. 

But come, and to my words foresaid look well, 

If their wide witness anywhere forgot 

Aught that behooves the elemental forms : 

Behold the Sun, the warm, the bright-diffused; 

Behold the eternal Stars, forever steeped 

In liquid heat and glowing radiance ; see 

Also the Rain, obscure and cold and dark. 

And how from Earth streams forth the Green and 

Firm. 
And all through Wrath are split to shapes diverse; 
And each through Love draws near and yearns for 

each. 
For from these elements hath budded all 
That was or is or evermore shall be — 
All trees, and men and women, beasts and birds, 
And fishes nourished in deep waters, aye, 
The long-lived gods, in honors excellent. 
For these are all, and, as they course along 
Through one another, they take new faces all. 
By varied mingling and enduring change. 

Similia Similibus. 

22, 

apd/iia /lev yap ravra iavrZv irdvra /lepea'aiv^ 
riktKTtap rt ')(B&y r€ koI ovpavo^ i}8^ doKaxra'a^ 
ocrcra <f>iv iv dvtfroXo'iv airon\axd4vra ir€<f>vKep. 
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26 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

ca9 8' auroi? oca Kpacriv iwapKca /laXkov ecuriVy 

dXXifXot9 iarepKrcu o/ioLfodevT ^K^pohirqi. 

€)(dpa [8* a] ttXciotoi/ dir* dXXiyXciDv Stej^ovo-t /tdXtora 

yevvTfi T€ Kprjarei T€ /cat eiSearLv iKiiaKTourLj 

vdvrqi, avyyivea-Ocu dtjOea Kal [idka \vypd 

N€tic€09 ivvearirfixnvj ori cr^Uri yo/i/av eopyev. 

For amber Sun and Earth and Heaven and Sea 

Is friendly with its every part that springs, 

Far driven and scattered, in the mortal world; 

So too those things that are most apt to mix 

Are like, and love by Aphrodite's best. 

But hostile chiefly are those things which most 

From one another differ, both in birth. 

And in their mixing and their molded forms — 

Unwont to mingle, miserable and lone. 

After the counsels of their father, Hate. 

An Analogy, 
23. 
&^ 8* OTTOTav yp(uf>^€s dvadrjiiaTa TroiKCkXctxriv 
avepes d/t<^t T€)(yv^ ^^ iiiJTios cS 8€8aa>TC, 
otr* iirel odv iidp^wci iro\v\poa ^dpfiaKa xepctv^ 
ap/jLOvCrji /jLei^avre rd ftcj/ vXeai, dXXa 8* eXcurcra)) 
CK T&p €t8€a iraxnv dXiy/cta iropa^vovciy 
BivSped re KriQovTt koX dvipa^ 178^ yvvaiKa^ 
drjpds T oicDvov^ re Kal vSaToOpeii/iova^ Ix^^^ 
KaCre tfcov? 8oXt;(awiDi/a9 rtft'^tcrt <f>€purTovs' 
ovT<o p/rj (T dndrri <^p€i^a Kaivvro) d\\o0€P elvai 
6vrfT&Vy occa ye SrjXa yeydKOjcTiv dcrireray irqyrjv^ 
dXXa Topci^ ravT urOij deov trdpa pJvdov aKovaa^. 
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And even as artists — men who know their craft 
Through wits of cunning — ^paint with streak and 

hue 
Bright temple-tablets, and will seize in hand 
The oozy poisons pied and red and gold 
(Mixing harmonious, now more, now less), 
From which they fashion forms innumerable, 
And like to all things, peopling a fresh world 
With trees, and men and women, beasts and birds, 
And fishes nourished in deep waters, aye. 
And long-lived gods in honors excellent: 
Just so (and let no guile deceive thy breast), 
Even so the spring of mortal things, leastwise 
Of all the host born visible to man. 
O guard this knowledge well, for thou hast heard 
In this my song the Goddess and her tale. 



The speculative Thinker. 
24. 

. . . KQpv<f>a^ ercpas ercprjiari wpo(rd7rT<ov 

To join together diverse peaks of thought, 
And not complete one road that has no turn. 

An Aphorism, 
25. 
• . . Kal 8t5 yap, o Sci, koKov icTiv ivurireiv. 

What must be said, may well be said twice o'er. 
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The Law of the Elements. 
26. 
iv hk fiepeL icpareovcrc ir^p^Trkoiievoio KVKkoiOy 
icat ^divei €19 aXXijXa Kal aviercu iv /tepee ahrq^. 
air a yap €(mv ravra, 8t* a\\rj)sxov hk diovra 
yivovTOJL avOpamoi re Kal aXKtav Wvea drjpSiv 
aXXoT6 [ikv ^tXoTTjrt avvepxoiieu ct9 epa koc/ioVj 
aXXore 8' av 8t^* acaxrra ^opov/iepa Ncwcco? ^^€t, 
eiaoKev tv (rvii<f>vvTa to irav vvevepde yonjrat. 
ovTw^ 1^1 [ikv ^v €#c ttXcoi/gii' /jLe/iddriKe <^vc<r^at, 
'^8€ TraXtv 8ta<^wro5 ci/09 ifkiov iKreXcOovmy 
rfJL [leu yiyvovrai T6 icat ov (T^iciv iiiweSo^ aldv 
i^t Sk Ta8' aXXcurcroi/ra Si^a/iirepk^ ov8a/ia Xi^yet, 
ravrqi 8* aia/ eacrti^ diciK»/roc Kara kvkKov. 

In turn they conquer as the cycles roll, 
And wane the one to other still, and wax 
The one to other in turn by olden Fate; 
For these are all, and, as they course along 
Through one another, they become both men 
And multitudinous tribes of hairy beasts; 
Whiles in fair order through Love united all, 
Whiles rent asunder by the hate of Strife, 
Till they, when grown into the One and All 
Once more, once more go under and succumb. 
And in so far as is the One still wont 
To grow from the Many, and the Many, again, 
Spring from primeval scattering of the One, 
So far have they a birth and mortal date. 
And in so far as this long interchange 
Ends not, so far forever established gods 
Around the circle of the world they move. 
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The Sphere. 
27- 
6/0* ovT *HcXw)to 8t€t8crac oi/cea yvta 
ovSc ftcv ovS* alrj^ Xdo-iov [levo^ oifSk ddkaaaa' 
ovTCDS ^Apiiovirfs nrvKivm KpwfxoL ianjpLKrai 
li<f>alpos KVKkorepri^ [lOvCrfi, irepiTiyet yaC€ov. 

There views one not the swift limbs of the Sun, 
Nor there the strength of shaggy Earth, nor Sea ; 
But in the strong recess of Harmony, 
Established firm abides the rounded Sphere, 
Exultant in surrounding solitude. 

27a. 
ov OTcun? ovSc T€ Srjpis dvaCo'iiio^ iv ftcXcccrcrti^. 

Nor faction nor fight unseemly in its limbs. 

26. 
aXX* o yc vdvrodev I(ro9 [o^^] Kot ird/iwav airetpcm^ 
t,(f>alpo^ KVKXoTeprj^ [iovCtji TrcpiTjyct yaC(ov. 

The Sphere on every side the boundless same, 
Exultant in surrounding solitude. 

29. 
ov yap airo vwoio hvo fcXctSot aCaaovraiy 
ov TToBeSy ov 6od yowa, ov [njSea yevvrjevray 
dXXa a'<f}a2po^ hfv Kal [^7rdvTod€v'\ Vros eavT&t. 

For from its back there swing no branching arms. 
It hath no feet nor knees alert, nor form 
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Of life-producing member, — on all sides 
A sphere it was, and like unto itself. 

30. 
avrap ivel [leya Nct/co? hninieki^a-criv idpi^di) 
is niids T avopovce reXeioiievoLO j(/)oi/oto, 
09 ^(f^iv a/jtoi^atog TrXarco? Trap' ihjXaTOL opKOv . . . 

Yet after mighty Strife had waxen great 
Within the members of the Sphere, and rose 
To her own honors, as the times arrived 
Which imto each in turn, to Strife, to Love, 
Should come by amplest oath and old decree. . . 

31. 
wdvra yap i^eCrfS TrcXcftt^cTO yvla Oeoio. 

For one by one did quake the limbs of God. 

Physical Analogies, 
32. 
BvQ} Sect apdpov. 

The joint binds two. 

33. 
C09 8' St ottos yaka \evKov iy6ii<f><o<rev koI €8i7<r€ . . . 

But as when rennet of the fig-tree juice 
Curdles the white piilk, and will bind it fast. . . 

34. 
a\(f}LTOP vBari KoWrjcas . . . 

Cementing meal with water. . • 
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The Conquest of Love. 
35. 
avTOLp iyo) TraXCvopco^ i\€V(Toiiai €9 Tropov vfivoDV^ 
TOP wpoTepov icarcXcfa, \6yov \6yov i^ox^TevcDVy 
Ketvov €ircl NctK09 ftcj/ iviprarov t/cero fievdo^ 
Bwrj^y €v 8c ii4<rqi ^iXorq^ OTpo^oKiyyi yevqTaty 
iv TTJi hrj raSc Trdvra aw4p\erai tv [lovov elvaiy 
ovK a<f>apy dXXa dekruia <rvvi(rrdii€v aWodev aXXa. 
T&v hi T€ /JLLO-yo/iivcDV X^^'''' ci^i^ca fivpia dmjT&v 
iroWa 8' afieiKT eanj/ce KepaLo/iipourLV ivakkd^y 
occr eri Nct/co? epv/ce /leTapcnov' ov yap dfb€fb<^66i9 
T&v vav i^eoTTiKev in ia^ara ripfiara kvkXov, 
aXka ra /liv r ive/xL/xvej [leXicov Ta hi t i^e$€firJK€i. 
oacov 8* at^ viT€K7rpo0ioiy rocov aletf imjiei 
yjm6(f>pQ)V ^ikoTTjTos dii€iJL<f>ios d/iPporo^ op/xij' 
a^a 8c djnjr i^vovTo^ rd irplv [iddov dddvar cTi/at, 
l^<apd T€ Ta wpCi/y aKprjTa [_KprjTdy ?] SiaXXo^ai^a ice 

Twv hi T€ iiiayo/xipcDV x^tr idv€a /ivpia dtnfTcivy 
navTouus iheqiCLV dprjporay Oav/ia ihio'dax. 

But hurrying back, I now will make return 
To paths of festal song, laid down before. 
Draining each flowing thought from flowing 

thought. 
When down the Vortex to the last abyss 
Had foundered Hate, and Lovingness had reached 
The eddying center of the Mass, behold 
Around her into Oneness gathered all. 
Yet not a-sudden, but only as willingly 
Each from its several region joined with each ; 
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And from their mingling thence are poured abroad 
The multitudinous tribes of mortal things. 
Yet much immixed among the mixed remained, 
As much as Hate still held in scales aloft. 
For not all blameless did Hate yield and stand 
Out yonder on the circle's utmost bounds; 
But partwise yet within he stayed, partwise 
Was he already from the members gone. 
And ever the more skulked away and fled, 
Then ever the more, and nearer, inward pressed 
The gentle minded, the divine Desire 
Of blameless Lovingness. Thence grew apace 
Those mortal Things, erstwhile long wont to be 
Immortal, and the erstwhile pure and sheer 
Were mixed, exchanging highways of new life. 
And from ^heir mingling thence are poured abroad 
The multitudinous tribes of mortal things, 
Knit in all forms and wonderful to see. 

36. 
rSiv 8c avpepxo/iei/cDv cf ea^arop laraTo Ncticos. 

And as they came together. Hate began 
To take his stand far on the outer verge. 

Similia similibus. 
37. 
aviiet 8^ x0ci}v fieu ai^erepov Bi/iaSj alOipa 8* aidrjp. 

And Earth through Earth her figure magnifies, 
And Air through Air. 
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The World as It Now Is. 
38. 
. . . ct 8' dye Tot Xe^to irpSiff lyXticd r dpxo^i 
ef &v 817X' iyipovTO ra vvP icopSiiiev arravra^ 
yaid T€ kol ttovtos ttoXvkvikop 'qB* vypos aijp 
TiTCLP 1J8' aidrip (r(l>iyy(OP nepl kvkKop wirapra. 

Come ! I will name the like-primeval Four, 
Whence rose to sight all things we now behold — 
Earth, many-billowed Sea, and the moist Air, 
And Aether, the Titan, who binds the globe about. 

Earth and Air Not Illimitable. 
39. 
etirep arreCpopa yfjs tc pd0rj kol 8ai/rtXo9 aZ^iyp, 
0)^ 8ta TToWSip 817 yXc&rcn^s pqdhna /xarata>9 
iKK€)(yT<u orofidTCDP^ oKiyop rov irai^os ihopTtap. 

If Earth's black deeps were endless, and o'er-fuU 
Were the white Ether, as forsooth some tongues 
Have idly prated in the babbling mouths 
Of those who little of the All have seen . . . 

Sun and Moon. 
40. 
17X109 o^^cX-^s 178' IXdetpa ceKrjpr). 

Keen-darting Helios and Selene mild. 

41. 
aXX* 6 /xci^ oXtcrdelg /leyap ovpapop d/xi^tTroXevct. 

But the sun's fires, together gathered, move 
Attendant rotmd the mighty space of heaven, 
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42. 
aireareyao'ep Sc oi avyd^j 
&t' &p vYji KaOvnepdeu^ dwefrKPufxiKre Be yaCrj^ 
r6ara'ov 5(rop t eipo^ yXavicctwrtSo? errXero fiTjvrj^. 

And the sun's beams 
The moon, in passing imder, covers o'er, 
And darkens a bleak tract of earth as large 
As is the breadth of her, the silver-eyed. 

43. 
A9 avy^ Tv^atra treKrjpaCri^ kvkKov evpvv . . . 

As sunbeam striking on the moon's broad disk. 

44. 
dvravyei irph^ ''OXvinrov dTap^rJToiari irpoarwroi^. 

Toward Olympos back he darts his beams, 
With fearless face. 

45. 
KVKKorepk^ rrepl yalav cXurcrcrat dWorpiov (^£9. 

Round earth revolves a disk of alien light. 

46. 
ap/iaro^ <&9 Trepi. x^oCyj cXurcrcrat 17 re Trap' aKprfv , , 

Even as revolves a chariot's nave, which round 
The outmost.. . 

47. 
adpel fieu yap avaicro^ ivavrCov ayea kvkKov. 

For toward the sacred circle of her lord 
She gazes face to face. 
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48. 

But earth makes night for beams of sinking sun. 

The Darkling Night, 
49. 
WKTO^ ipyiliaCri^ dXa(it>7rtSo9 . . . 

Of night, the lonely, with her sightless eyes. 

Wind and Rain, 
50. 
*Ipt$ 8' eK TTcXayov? avefiov <^ep€t fj /liyav o/ifipop. 

Iris from sea brings wind or mighty rain. 

Fire, 

51. 
KapwaKCiia}^ S' avoTraiov . . . 

And fire sprang upward with a rending speed. 

The Volcano, 
52. 
TToXXa 8' €i/€p0€ ovS€09 iTvpa KaCerai. 

And many a fire there burns beneath the ground. 

Air. 

53. 

ovTQ) yap avp€Kvpar€ dimv Torij TroXXaict 8* aXXois. 

For sometimes so upon its course it met, 
And ofttimes otherwise. 
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Things Passing Strange. 
54. 
aiO'qp [8* a?] /laKfyrjiarL Kara ^dova hvero p^at9. 

In Earth sank Ether with deep-stretching roots. 

55. 
y^? JSpSra ddkaaaav. 

Earth's sweat, the sea. 

56. 
0X9 iirdyyj pimrjiciv itociievoq '^eXtbto. 

The salt grew solid, smit by beams of sun. 

Strange Creatures of Olden Times. 

57. 

ijt iroXXat /liu ico/xrat dvavx^ve^ c^Xacmycrav, 
yv/ivol 8* iTrXd^ovTO fipaxCove^ eSjvi&e^ ci/KaVj 
o/x/xara r dta iirXavaro ireirrfrevovra iierdmoiv. 

There budded many a head without a neck. 
And arms were roaming, shoulderless and bare, 
And eyes that wanted foreheads drifted by. 

58. 
[. . .jiovpo/iekTi frt TCI yvta . . . opra i7r\avaT0 . . .] 

In isolation wandered every limb. 
Hither and thither seeing union meet. 
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59. 
avrap inel Kara [lel^ov ifiCayero Saifiovi Sat/xa)i^| 
ravrd t€ avinrCmearKOPj oirqi avp€Kvpa'€v iKOLora^ 
aXXa T€ irpo9 toIs TroXXa Bi^rjveKTJ i^eykpovro. 

But now as God with God was mingled more, 
These members fell together where they met, 
And many a birth besides was then begot 
In a long line of ever varied life. 

6a 
ctXwroS* aKpvr6\eipa. 

Creatures of countless hands and trailing feet. 

6i. 
TToXXa fkkv aii<l>i7rp6(rcima koX d/xi^urrepi^a (l>v€cr0(Uy 
fiotjyevrj dpSpoirptoLpaj ra 8* einraXiP iiavaTeKKeiv 
avhpo<l>rj7J fiovKpavaj fiefieLyfiipa t^l /liv air* avhp&v 
r^t 8c ywaiKO<l>v7Jj CKupoi^ 'qaKyj/iepa yvtbtg. 

Many were born with twofold brow and breast. 
Some with the face of man on bovine stock. 
Some with man's form beneath a bovine head. 
Mixed shapes of being with shadowed secret parts. 
Sometimes like men, and sometimes woman- 
growths. 

62. 

vvv 8' ay*, OTTQ}^ avZpZv tc troKvKkavrmv tc yvpoxK&p 
hinr)(Lov^ opmjKa^ dvrjyaye Kpivo/iei/ov mipy 
Twvhe kKv' oif yap [ivOos awotrKOWOS ov8' aha^q/Kav. 
ovXcx^vetg [ih^ trpSna Tuirot \dovo^ i^avereKkovj 
aii<l}arip(ov v8aro9 re ical tScog atcrav ^oit€9* 
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Tov^ [ihf iTvp apiTrefiwe 6i\ov irpo^ oyLoiov iKecOaij 
ovre ri iro) fteXeoiv iparop 8e/xa9 l/x<^au/oi/ra9 
ovr* ivoTrrjv otov r* hn^a^piov dvBpdcri yvlov. 

But come! now hear how *twas the sundered Fire 
Led into life the germs, erst whelmed in night, 
Of men and women, the pitied and bewailed; 
For 'tis a tale that sees and knows its mark. 
First rose mere lumps of earth with rude impress, 
That had their shares of Water and of Warm. 
These then by Fire (in upward zeal to reach 
Its kindred Fire in heaven) were shot aloft. 
Albeit not yet had they revealed a form 
Of lovely limbs, nor yet a human cry. 
Nor secret member, common to the male. 

The Process of Human Generation To-day, 
63. 
dXXa St€(rircurrat [leXiwv ^vcri^* 17 /x€v €v avhpos • • • 

But separate is the birth of human limbs ; 
For 'tis in part in man's. . . 

64. 
rm S' im kol JI60os cIctl St' oi|rto9 dfifiiiivijiarKCi^v. 

Love-longing comes, reminding him who sees. 

ip 8' lyyOyf KaOapolari' rd /leu rekeOovari yvpalKeSj 
i/fuj(C09 di/TLd(ravTaj [rd 8' efiwaKLV appeva depfiov']. 

Into clean wombs the seeds are poured, and when 
Therein they meet with Cold, the birth is girls; 
And boys, when contrariwise they meet with Warm. 
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66. 

Into the cloven meads of Aphrodite. 

^^ 
Iv yap OepiiorepcDv roicag dppei^os CTrXero yaarqp' 
Kol iiikaves Sta tovto kol dvhpcu&earepoL dvBpes 
Kai Xaxvijarre^ /laXKop. 

For bellies with the warmer wombs become 
Mothers of boys, and therefore men are dark, 
More stalwart and more shaggy. 

6& 
lirivo^ iv oyBodrov 8cicar»jt ttuop eirkero XevKOP. 

On the tenth day, in month the eighth, the blood 
Becomes white pus. 

69. 
Styoi^oi. 

Twice bearing. 

d/iviov. 
Sheepskin. 

On Animals and Plants. 
71. 
el 8c tC <rot irepl rSivSe Xiwo^Xos eirXero TTMm?, 
TTciq v8aro9 yawjs re Kot ai0epos 'qekCov re 
KippafieucDV €1871 T€ y€PoiaTO ^oid T€ dvrjfrS^v 
r6(Ta'\ Sera vvv ycyaacrt <ruvap[ioa'0€VT 'A<^po8tTTjt . . . 
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And if belief lack pith, and thou still doubt 
How from the mingling of the elements, 
The Earth and Water, the Ether and the Sun, 
So many forms and hues of mortal things 
Could thus have being, as have come to be. 
Each framed and knit by Aphrodite's power. . . 

72. 

irws Kal SepSpea (laKpa koX €ivd\xoL Kaiiacrfjves • • • 
As the tall trees and fish in briny floods. 

73. 
CW9 8^ Tore \66va Kvnpi^^ iireC r iSt7iv€v iv ofiPpan^ 
tSea iroLinwova'a doSii irvpl Bwk€ Kparvvai . . . 

As Kypris, after watering Earth with Rain, 
Zealous to heat her, then did give Earth o'er 
To speed of Fire that then she might grow firm. 

74. 
<l>v\ov diiovcop ayovca woXvcfrepefov Ka/iaaijvaiv. 

Leading the songless shoals of spawning fish. 

75. 
T(op B* WT &rct} fikp irvKvdj rd 8* ocroOi [lavd irimiye^ 
KvnpvBos €p wdKdiiTfva'L irXctSi^s TOLrjo'Se TV)(6vra . . . 

Of beasts, inside compact with outsides loose, 
Which, in the palms of Aphrodite shaped. 
Got this their sponginess. 
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76. 
TcvTo ii€v iv Koyxaxai Oakaccovo/icDP fiapwrnoi^^ 
vaX iirjv K7ipvKQ}p T€ \i0oppiv<ov xekvcDV TC 
a^0^ oi^€t \d6va yjpmo^ xnripTara voAerdfnxrav. 

Tis thus with conchs upon the heavy chines 
Of ocean-dwellers, aye, of shell-fish wreathed, 
Or stony-hided turtles, where thou mark*st 
The earthen crust outside the softer parts. 

77-78. 

[ScvSpea 8'] €/xir€So<^vXXa koX ifiireBoKapTra redrfXei^ 
KapTTfip dij>0opCr}ia'i Kar rjipavdvT iviavrov. 

Trees bore perennial fruit, perennial fronds. 
Laden with fruit the whole revolving year, 
Since fed forever by a fruitful air. 

79. 
ovroi S' a»toroic€t [laKpd Bephpea frpSyrov eXatag. 

Thus first tall olives lay their yellow eggs. 

80. 
ovv€Kev o^iyovoi T€ crtScu Koi vwipifAoia firjXa. 

Wherefore pomegranates slow in ripening be, 
And apples grow so plentiful in juice. 

81. 
db/o^ diro (f>\oiov freXercu crairh^ iv ^vK<ai vScop. 

Wine is but water fermented in the wood, 
And issues from the rind. 



Digitized by 



Google 



K 



42 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

82. 
Tavra rpCx^s Kal ^vXXa icat oIcdp&v 'nrepd irvKvd 
Kox Xc7rt8c5 yiyvovroA cirl OTifiapotari /likeararLv. 

From the same stuflf on sturdy limbs grow hair, 
Leaves, scales of fish, and bird's thick-feathered 
plumes. 

83. 
avrdp €)(Cpols 

Stiflf hairs, keen-piercing, bristle on the chines 
Of hedge-hogs. 

Our Eyes, 
84. 
<&5,8* ore rt5 wpoohov voecDP imkixraaTO \v)(yov 
XeL/iepCriv Std vuicraj irvpos creXas aiOo/iepoLO 
&jf a^y iravToioDV dpi/Kov Xa/XTrr^pag dfiopyovSj 
ol T dve/Kov [ikp 'nvev/ia hLoaKiBvaaiv divroiVj 
ij>(os 8' €^61 hiadprncTKovy oaov ravawepov 'Jjei/y 
\dim€(rK€P Kard Pr/Xov dTeipkaiv dicrivea'a'LP' 
&9 8^ TOT €P p/rjviy^iv iepyfievov wyvyiop irvp 
XeTTT^urCp [t ] oOopTjUTL Xoxd^ero KVKkona Kovpr/Py 
[at] xoainjtcri BiapTa TerprjaTO ^ccTTrccTMytcrtJ'- 
at 8' i;8aro9 pkp fiipOos dirkoTeyop dp,^ipa€PTO^y 
irvp 8' €^(a hiUcKOPy oaop Topawepop ^ep. 

As when a man, about to sally forth. 
Prepares a light and kindles him a blaze 
Of flaming fire against the wintry night, 
In horny lantern shielding from all winds; 
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Though it protect from breath of blowing winds, 
Its beam darts outward, as more fine and thin. 
And with untiring rays lights up the sky: 
Just so the Fire primeval once lay hid 
In the round pupil of the eye, enclosed 
In films and gauzy veils, which through and through 
Were pierced with pores divinely fashioned. 
And thus kept oflf the watery deeps around, 
Whilst Fire burst outward, as more fine and thin. 

85. 

The gentle flame of eye did chance to get 
Only a little of the earthen part. 

86. 
cf &p o/ifiaT eiTTf^eu drctpca BV *A^/)o8tTTj. 

From which by Aphrodite, the divine. 
The untiring eyes were formed. 

87. 
yo/x<^ot$ dcrfofcracra KaraoTopyoL^ *A(f>poSmi. 

Thus Aphrodite wrought with bolts of love. 

88. 
/xta ytyveroL afiifxyrepcDP di|r. 

One vision of two eyes is bom. 
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Similia similibus. 
89. 
yvov^y Sri irdvTwv elaiv diroppoaij wrtr iyevovro . . . 

Knowing that all things have their emanations, 

90. 
w yXvKv [ih^ ykvKv /idprney mKpov 8* iirl mKpov 

opovcrePy 
6^ 8' €7r* o^if ifirfy haepov 8' €iro;(€tro Sar/pm. 

Thus Sweet seized Sweet, Bitter on Bitter flew, 
Sour sprung for Sour, and upon Hot rode Hot 

91. 
olp(M . • . /laXkov (vapOfuovy avrdp cXauoi 
ovK idikei. 

Water to wine more nearly is allied. 
But will not mix with oil. 

92. 
rm KaTTiTepcDi fieixOetn-a top ^aXicoi/ . . . 

As when one mixes with the copper tin. 

93. 
fivcccDL Sk ykavKTJs KOKKOS Kara/xuTycTcu aicrfj^. 

With flax is mixed the silvery elder's seed. 

The Black River Bottoms. 
94. 

et niger in /undo fluvtt color exstat ab umbra y 
atque cavernosts itidem spectatur in antrts. 
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And the black color of the river's deeps 

Comes all from shade; and one may see the same 

In hollow caves. 

Eyes. 
95. 
Kvir/[>tSo9 Ip fraXdiirjunp ore |v/a irp&r i^vovro. 

As, in the palms of Kypris shaped, they first 
Began to grow together... 

Bones. 
96. 
17 Sk \0o}v iwiripo^ iv evoT^pvoi^ xodvouri, 
TO) Svo T(ov OKTO} fiepicDv Xa^c Ni7<TTt8o9 afyXi;?, 
ricrcapa 8' *H<^aurToto' ra 8* oorca Xcvica y4vovTO 
^Kpfkoviy)^ KoWriio'iv dprjpoTa Oea'ireo'iTfdei^. 

Kind Earth for her broad-breasted melting-pots, 
Of the eight parts got two of Lucid Nestis, 
And of Hephastos four. Thence came white bones, 
Divinely joined by glue of Harmony. 

97. 
pdx^v. 

The back-bone. 

Blood and Flesh. 
98. 
17 8^ X,Oo}v rovTQunv Icrti oweKvptre [laXurray 
*K<l>aiaT(oi r oiifipau, re ical aiOepi 'trafi^avoctiVTiy 
Kv9rpc8o9 opfiurOcla'a rcXcuH^ iv \ni4v€XTcrw 
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cfir' 6\tyov /lei^wv cfrc irXeoveinnv iXdaa'aiV' 
iK rZv aXfid r€ yivro Kal aXXijs etSea arapK6s. 

And after Earth within the perfect ports 
Of Aphrodite anchored lay, she met 
Almost in equal parts Hephaestos red, 
And Rain and Ether, the all-splendorous 
(Although the parts of Earth were sometimes less, 
Sometimes a little more than theirs). From these 
There came our blood and all the shapes of flesh. 

The Ear. 

A bell. . . a fleshy twig. 

The Rushing Blood and the Clepsydra. 
100. 
cSSe S* dvawvei wdvra koX eKirvei' iraari Xt^oLfioi, 
aapK(op crvptyyc? Trvfiarop Kara croi/xa reravTcuj 
fcat a<l>iv im oTOfiCoi^s irvKivai^ TeTpr/vrai a\o^iv 
pivSiv €(rxaTa ripdpa Bia/iTrepe^y cSorc ^ovov /lip 
K€v0€LVj aidipi 8* eifTropiriP StoSotcrc rcr/x'^cr^cu. 
€P0€v eiruff OTTOTav iieu dirat^i repev at/xa, 
aidrjp iraxfAd^cDv Kwratcraerax oiSfian [idpycoiy 
^€ 8' dvadpmarKTjiy irdkLP iKWveeij icirep orav wals 
KXelfyhpr/L fraC^rjuri. StetireTcbg x^^*^^^^' 
^€ fih^ avXov nopdfiop ctt* evetSet ^cpl Oeica 
ct9 v8aro9 fidirrqio'i repev Se/ias dpyv^ioiOy 
ov8* er €9 dyyoarh^ o/xfipo^ iaepx^cuy dWd fiiv elpyei 
dipo^ oyKO^ €a'Q}0€ irccroii^ iTrl rpTJiiara wvKvdj 
ctcroic* dirooT€ycur*)t ttvklvov poov avrdp errei/ra 
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irvevfiaTO^ iWeinovro^ iaepx^oLt aUrniov vSoip. 
W5 8* avr6)9, off vhcop fiep €)(y)i Kara fievdea ^a^oS 
iropOfiov x^uicdivTO^ fiporecoL XP^^ V^^ iropoto, 
aldrjp 8* iicro^ ccro) XeXxruievos Ofifipov ipvK€L 
aii<f>l irv\a^ ia-dfiolo hvar/x^^^j aicpa KpaTwci)Vj 
eicoKe x^V^ ficdrjr rore 8' ad iraXti/, eftiraXiv -^ irpu^, 
TrveSfiaTo^ ifiirCwrovTO^ xmtKdiei aUrifiov vScop. 
W5 8* avr6)9 T€p€i/ af/ia KkaBaccofiei/ov Sta yvUov 
innroTe fiep TraXivopcov airat^€i,€ iix/)(6vh€j 
aidipo^ €vdv^ pevfia KaTipxerat otSftart dvov^ 
c5rc 8* avadpokcKTH^j irakiv ^Kirviei Xcrov ontcaa). 

And thus does all breathe in and out. In all, 

Over the body's surface, bloodless tubes 

Of flesh are stretched, and, at their outlets, rifts 

Innumerable along the outmost rind 

Are bored; and so the blood remains within; 

For air, however, is cut a passage free. 

And when from here the thin blood backward 

streams. 
The air comes rushing in with roaring swell; 
But when again it forward leaps, the air 
In turn breathes out; as when a little girl 
Plays with a water-clock of gleaming bronze: 
As long as ever the opening of the pipe 
Is by her pretty fingers stopped and closed. 
And thuswise plunged within the yielding mass 
Of silvery water, can the Wet no more 
Get in the vessel; but the air's own weight. 
That falls inside against the countless holes, 
Keeps it in check, until the child at last 
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Uncovers and sets free the thickened air, 
When of a truth the water's destined bulk 
Gets in, as air gives way. Even so it is, 
When in the belly of the brazen clock 
The water lies, and the girl's finger tip 
Shuts pipe and tube: the air, that from without 
Comes pressing inward, holds the water back 
About the gateways of the gurgling neck. 
As the child keeps possession of the top, 
Until her hand will loosen, when amain — 
Quite contrariwise to way and wise before — 
Pours out and under the water's destined bulk, 
As air drops down and in. Even so it is 
With the thin blood that through our members 

drives : 
When hurrying back it streams to inward, then 
Amain a flow of air comes rushing on; 
But when again it forward leaps, the air 
In turn breathes out along the selfsame way. 

Scent 

lOI. 

Kepfiara drjpeUop fiekiaxv fivKr^pCLv ipew&Vj 
[{<ooi^^] oaa aircXctirc iroSciv diraX^t irepl irotrfL . . . 

Snifiing with nostrils mites from wild beasts' limbs. 
Left by their feet along the tender grass 

102. 

58c fih/ otv m/otrj^ re XcXoy^curt irdvra koX ocfiZv. 
And thus got all things share of breath and smells. 
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On the Psychic Life, 
103. 

T^iSc fih^ cZv iorrfTi Tu^9 'n'€<f>p6vrjK€v airavra. 

Thus all things think their though by will of Chance, 

104. 
Kal Kaff wrov /ih apoAorara ^w4Kvpa-€ ir€a'6vTa. 

And in so far the lightest at their fall 
Do strike together 

105. 
aXfiaro^ ip wekdyeco'L reOpafifiiirq avTiOopovro^j 
rfji T€ vorjfia fiaXurra Ki^KkijcKerax avOpdmoKriv 
alfia yap avdpdmoi^ TrepiKaphiov ioTi vorifia. 

In the blood-streams, back-leaping unto it, 
The heart is nourished, where prevails the power 
That men call thought; for lo the blood that stirs 
About the heart is man^s controlling thought. 

106. 
irpo9 irapeop yap fiiJTi,^ aeferot avOpwroiaiv. 

For unto men their thrift of reason grows, 
According to the body's thrift and state. 

107. 
Ik tovt(ov [yap] irdvra ireirrjyajcnv apfio<r0€PTa 
Kal Tourot? <f>pov€ova'i» koI TJhovr -^8* dvicivTai,, 

For as of these commingled all things are. 
Even so through these men think, rejoice, or grieve. 
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loa 
oaaov [8*] dXXoiot fier€<f>vvy tocov dp <r<f>ia'iv aleC 
Koi TO <f>pov€lv dXXota irapurrarot . . . 

As far as mortals change by day, so far 
By night their thinking changes... 

109. 
yaCrjL fiep yap yalap ontairafievy vSart 8* vhcopj 
aiuepL o aiu€pa olopj arap uvpi irvp aLOrjKoPj 
OTopyriv 8c CTOpyrjij pelKos 8c tc i/€tic€t \vypm. 

For 'tis through Earth that Earth we do behold, 
Through Ether, divine Ether luminous. 
Through Water, Water, through Fire, devouring 

Fire, 
And Love through Love, and Hate through doleful 

Hate. 

no. 
Ci yap k4v <r<f>* aSLvrjuTLv vno irpairtZtao'iv ipeiaa^ 
€vii€V€CD^ KaOaprficiv iiromevarrfi,^ fieXeTTjt^a'LVy 
ravrd t4 col fidka irdvra 8i* al&vo^ napca-ovroAj 
dXXa TC mW* dno r&vh* itcnja-ear avTo, yap av^ci 
ravT ct5 ^00^ acaoTovy otttjc <f>va'i,^ iarlv CKctoTwt. 
ct 8^ av y dXXotcDi^ iirope^eaLj ota KaT avSpa^ 
fivpia 8ctXd ireKopTox a r dfifiXyvoxxri iitpip^va^^ 
^ <T d<f>ap iKkeujtovm ircptTrXo/iCi/oto xpovoLO 
0'<f>&v avToiv TFoOiovra <f>i\riv iirl yivvav iKcV^af 
frdvra yap icOi <f>p6vr)a'LP €X€i,p koI vdfiaTo^ aVrav. 

For if reliant on a spirit firm. 
With inclination and endeavor pure, 
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Thou wilt behold them, all these things shall be 
Forever thine, for service, and besides 
Thereof full many another shalt thou gain; 
For of themselves into that core they grow 
Of each man's nature, where his essence lies. 
But if for others thou wilt look and reach — 
Such empty treasures, myriad and vile. 
As men be after, which forevermore 
Blimt soul and keen desire — O then shall these 
Most swiftly leave thee as the seasons roll; 
For all their yearning is a quick return 
Unto their own primeval stock. For know: 
All things have fixed intent and share of thought. 

Dominion. 
III. 
<f>dpiiaKa 8' ocrcra yeyaa KaKwv koX yrjpao^ aXicap 
irevirqCy iir€l iiovvci)i col iyo) Kpaveo) raSc vdvra. 
wavaeL^ 8* dKafiarwv dvefiwv fievo^ ol r liri yalav 
opinjfiei/oi TTvotalo'L KaTa^OiuvOovaiv dpovpa^' 
Kol ndkLVj fjv iOikrjLG-day irakCvnTa irvevfiara iird^ei^* 
drja-ei^ 8* i^ oiifipoio Kekaxvov Kaipiov avxjiov 
dvdpdmoi^y dTJcei,^ 8c Kal i^ avxfiolo depeCov 
pevfiara hei/hpeodpemay rd t aidipi vai/tjcovraiy 
d^€t9 8' i^ ^AChao KaTa<f>0i,fi€vov fiivo^ dvhpo^. 

And thou shalt master every drug that e'er 
Was made defense 'gainst sickness and old age — 
For thee alone all this I will fulfil — 
And thou shalt calm the might of tireless winds, 
That burst on earth and ruin seedlands; aye, 
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And if thou wilt, shalt thou arouse the blasts, 
And watch them take their vengeance, wild and 

shrill. 
For that before thou cowedst them. Thou shalt 

change 
Black rain to drought, at seasons good for men, 
And the long drought of summer shalt thou change 
To torrents, nourishing the mountain trees. 
As down they stream from ether. And thou shalt 
From Hades beckon the might of perished men. 
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THE PURIFICATIONS. 

The Healer and Prophet. 

112. 

& <f>Ckoij ot fieya aarv Kara ^avOov ^AKpdyavros 
vaUr av aKpa Trokto^^ ayad<av fiekebqiiope^ €pyci)Vj 
ieCvoiv aiSoiot Xcftevc^ KaKorqro^ airapoLj 
XaCper*' iyoi B* vpXv 0€o^ ififiporo^j ovKen Ovrjfro^ 
voAevfiai iiera iracrt reriiiivosy wcwep ebiKa, 
Taipiai^ re ircptarcirro? oTi^eaiv tc ^aXcibir?* 
ToicLv aifi [cSr*] &v tKcoftat C5 aarea rtjXeddovraj 
avhpdaiv rihk ywai^i^ aefit^ofiar oi 8* a[i eirovrax 
fivpioi i^€p€ovT€^j oiTTji TTpo^ K€phos drapno^j 
oi fieu iiavToavp€(ov K€)(jyriii€voi^ oi 8' iirX vovaoiv 
iravTouov iirvdovro KkvcLv einiKea fid^iv 
Brjpov 8^ ^(aXciroIo't ir^irapfiivoi [dft<^t ftoyotcriri/] . 

Ye friends, who in the mighty city dwell 
Along the yellow Acragas hard by 
The Acropolis, ye stewards of good works, 
The stranger's refuge venerable and kind. 
All hail, O friends! But unto ye I walk 
As god immortal now, no more as man. 
On all sides honored fittingly and well. 
Crowned both with fillets and with flowering 

wreaths. 
When with my throngs of men and women I come 
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To thriving cities, I am sought by prayers, 
And thousands follow me that they may ask 
The path to weal and vantage, craving some* 
For oracles, whilst others seek to hear 
A healing word 'gainst many a foul disease 
That all too long hath pierced with grievous pains. 

113. 
dXXa Ti TOiO'8* iirCKCifi oxrel fieya xfjrjiid n irqdo'a'favy 

Yet why. urge more, as if forsooth I wrought 

Some big affair — do I not far excel 

The mortals round me, doomed to many deaths! 

114. 
& <f>i\oij oTSa fieu ovv€K aXrideiri irdpa fivOoL^j 
0V9 €yo> i^epeo)' fidka 8* dpyakeq [17] ye reruKTot 
ayhpaci koX Svcr^i^Xo^ cttI <f>pepa irtartog op/iij. 

O friends, I know indeed in these the words 
Which I will speak that very truth abides; 
But greatly troublous unto men alway 
Hath been the emulous struggle of Belief 
To reach their bosoms. 

Expiation and Metempsychosis, 
115. 
&mv ^AvdyKTi^ XPVH'^y OeSiv %lfij<f>i,a'fia iraXatov, 
dthiopj irXaTcccrcrt KaT€a'<f>prjyLa-ii€vov opKoi,^' 
€$t4 Tt9 dyLirkaKvqio'i <I>6vom, ^C\a yvla iiiijjrrjLy 
[iieucet ^'] 09 icc iirCopKOv afiaprija'a^ inoiiocirrjLy 
Ba^ioves oIt€ fiaKpaUovo^ kekdxcuri ^totO| 
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rpk fitp [ivpCa^ aipa^ airo fiaKapcov dXdkrjO'dcUj 
<f>vofi€Pov^ iravTola 8ta 'xpovov etSea dvrfrSiv 
apyakea^ fiioroio fieraXXda'a'ovTa KeKevOov^. 
aldipiov [i€p yap a-<f>€ fiepo^ irovrophe ScoiKet, 
iroi^o9 o €9 x"oi/05 ovoag aireirruo'ey yata o €5 at/yag 
'qckCov <f>a€0ovTo^y 6 8' aldipo^ ififiake 8ti/at5- 
aXXog 8' €^ aXXov 8^€Ta(r, crrvycovcri 8c 7rai^€5. 
Toil' Kal €ya> ia;i' cl/it, <f>vyd^ deodep Kai okTJrri^y 
N€uc€i iKuvofiepcDL irUrvvo^. 

There is a word of Fate, an old decree 
And everlasting of the gods, made fast 
With amplest oaths, that whosoe'er of those 
Far spirits, with their lot of age-long life, 
Do foul their limbs with slaughter in offense. 
Or swear forsworn, as failing of their pledge, 
Shall wander thrice ten thousand weary years 
Far from the Blessed, and be born through time 
In various shapes of mortal kind, which change 
Ever and ever troublous paths of life: 
For now Air hunts them onward to the Sea; 
Now the wild Sea disgorges them on Land; 
Now Earth will spue toward beams of radiant Sim ; 
Whence he will toss them back to whirling Air — 
Each gets from other what they all abhor. 
And in that brood I too am numbered now, 
A fugitive and vagabond from heaven, 
As one obedient unto raving Strife, 

ii6. 
OTvyeEi hvaTXyfTOv ^Avdyicqv. 

Charis abhors intolerable Fate. 
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117. 
'tj^ yap TTOT cyoi yevo/iriv Kovpo^ T€ KOfyrf T€ 
0d[ivo^ T oitovo^ T€ Kal €^aXo9 cXXoTTog i\6v^. 

For I was once already boy and girl, 
Thicket and bird, and mute fish in the waves. 

This Earth of Ours. 
iia 
Kkavcd re icat KwioHra ihwv aawijOea x<apov. 

I wept and wailed, beholding the strange place. 

119. 
6^ oh)% niiTj^ T€ KoX WTO-ov [iiJKeo^ okfiov 
58c [irccrwi^ Kara yaiav^ di^aarpe^oftat fiera dvyjrdi^. 

From what large honor and what height of bliss 
Am I here fallen to move with mortal kind! 

This Sky-Roofed World. 
120. 
'qXyOofiev rdS* vn avrpov vnoareyov ... 

And then we came unto a roofed cave. 

This Vale of Tears. 
121. 

drepwea X^P^^y 
&0a 4>oi/05 T€ K0T05 TC Kal aWcDV Wvca Krjpoiv 
avxfiripai T€ vocrot icat (n7t|ri€9 epya T€ pcvarai 
^Ar7}9 dv X€tfia)i^a icara (tkoto^ "qXatrKovciv. 

A joyless land. 
Where Slaughter and Grudge, and troops of Dooms 
besides, 



[ 
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Where shriveled Diseases and obscene Decays, 
And Labors, burdened with the water-jars, 
Do wander down the dismal meads of Bane. 

122. 

^yjpU ff aiiiaToecca koI ^ApfiovCri defiep&msj 
KaXkioTci r Aurx/^ ^€, BooHrd T€ ArjvaCri t€j 
'Srjiiefynj^ r ipoecaa iiekdyKovpo^ r *A<r€u^eta. 

There was Earth-mother, 
There the far-peering Virgin of the Sun, 
And bloody Quarrel and grave-eyed Harmony, 
And there was Fair and Foul and Speed and Late, 
Black-haired Confusion and sweet maiden Sure. 

123. 

^vcci T€ <bdiiihrq r€| koX 'EvvaCrj koX ^'Eryepm^y 
KLvd T *A<rT€fi<f>ij^ r€j iro\vcrT€<j>av6^ re Mcyurro) 
icat <bopvriy tionnj re koI 'O/a^cui^ . . . 

Growth and Decay, and Sleep and Roused-from- 

sleep, 
Action and Rest, and Glory many-crowned. 
And Filth, and Silence and prevailing Voice. 

124. 
& iroirot, & heiXhv dvyjr&v y4vo%y & hvadvoXfiovj 
roUop Sc T ipC8<av Sc t€ aTOvax&v iy€v€<r0€. 

O mortal kind! O ye poor sons of grief! 
From such contentions and such sighings sprung! 
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The Changing Forms. 
125. 

CK fiep yap ^(o&v erW^i vcKpa €tSc' afieipoiv. 

For from the living he the dead did make, 
Their forms exchanging. . . 

126. 
capKwv dXkoyv&n vepLaTiWovaa ^ltZvl. 

All things doth Nature change, enwrapping souls 
In unfamiliar tunics of the flesh. 

127. 
h/ Oijpeo'a'i keovres 6p€iX€)(€€^ \aii(U€vvax 
yiyvovraxy hd^vax 8* hii hephpeatv rivKoiioiaiv. 

The worthiest dwellings for the souls of men, 
When 'tis their lot to live in forms of brutes. 
Are tawny lions, those great beasts that sleep 
Couched on the black earth up the mountain side; 
But, when in forms of beautiful plumed trees 
They live, the bays are worthiest for souls. 

The Golden Age, 
12a 
ovhi n9 ^v KeCvoLciv *A/wj9 ^€09 ov8^ KvSoifio^ 
ovhk Zcv9 jSocnXcv? ovSc Kpovo^ ovhi TLocei^Boivj 
dXXa Kv7rpt9 /SourtXeta. 

T^v ot y eva-efieeca-Lv dydkfiacriv IkdcrKovro 
ypaTTTol^ T€ ^cotoicrt fivpOLaC T€ SotSaXeoSjxoi^ 
(Tfivpvri^ r aKpiJTov dvctau^ )ufidvov tc dvoiSov^j 
^ovd&y TC cirovhas ftcXtrSi' phnrovres is ovSas* 
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Tovpwv 8* aKprJToio'i <f>6voLS oif hevero fitofioSj 
dXXa fivco^ Tovr iaKCv iv avOpdmoKTi fieyLOTOVj 
dvfiov avoppaio'avTa^ iveSfiei/OA rjia yvta. 

Nor unto them 
Was any Ares god, nor Kydoimos, 
Nor Zeus, the king of gods, nor Kronos, nor 
Poseidon then, but only Kypris queen . . . 
Whom they with holy gifts were wont to appease. 
With painted images of living things. 
With costly unguents of rich f ragrancy. 
With gentle sacrifice of taintless myrrh. 
With redolent fumes of frankincense, of old 
Pouring libations out upon the groimd 
Of yellow honey; not then with unmixed blood 
Of many bulls was ever an altar stained; 
But among men 'twas sacrilege most vile 
To reave of life and eat the goodly limbs. 

The Sage, 
129. 

^v 8c Tt9 ip KeCvoLCLP avfjp irtpioKTia €t86)9| 
^9 87) iirJKioTov TTpairtZiou iKTrjaaro irkovrop 
iravroixov T€ ftaXiora a'o<f>&v i'lnijpavo^ epycDv 
oinroTe yap waxrrjLO'ip opi^airo irpairtSccrcrti', 
p^C o yc rSiv ovroiv irdvroiv kevao'ea'Keu acaoTOv 
KaC T€ Scic* dv0p(aira)v KaC r eiKoaip cdcoveo'a'i^v. 

Was one among them there, a supreme man 
Of vastest knowledge, gainer of large wealth 
Of understanding, and chief master wise 
Of diverse works of skill and wisdom all; 
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For whensoever he sought with scope and reach 
Of understanding, then 'twas his to view 
Readily each and every thing that e'er 
In ten or twenty human ages throve. 

Those Days. 
13a 
^aav hk fcrtXa ndvra koX avdpamoi^i 7rpo(rqvrjj 
0rjp€^ r otcovot T€, <f>L\,o<f>poavpri T€ ScSiyct. 

All things were tame, and gentle toward men, 
All beasts and birds, and friendship's .flame blew 
fair. 

The Divine. 
131. 
€1 yap iifniiiepifov G/eK€p ripo^j afifipore MoScra, 
i7fter/pa9 ftcXera^ [fteXerot] hia <f>povTQo^ iXOeivj 
€ir)(Ofi€vwi vw aire irapurrcuro, KaWioirei^ay 
dii<f>l d€&v fKUcdpcov ayoBov \6yov ifi<f>aipovTi. 

For since, O Muse undying, thou couldst deign 
To give for these our paltry human cares 
A gateway to thy soul, O now much more, 
Kalliope of the beautiful dear voice, 
Be near me now beseeching! — whilst I speak 
Excelling thoughts about the blessed gods. 

132. 
oX)8t09, ^9 0€C(ov 7rpairlS<av itcnjcaro trXovroi^, 
SaX^9 8*, cSt <ricoro€<r<ra 0e&v 'iripi h6ia ii^iirfXcv. 

O well with him who hath secured his wealth 
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Of thoughts divine, O wretched he whose care 
Is shadowy speculation on the gods! 

133. 

TFtidovq avOpcmoiaiv afia^uro^ €t9 <f>p€va irtirra. 

We may not bring It near us with our eyes. 
We may not grasp It with our human hands, 
With neither hands nor eyes, those highways twain 
Whereby Belief drops into minds of men, 

134. 
oifSk yap av^pofierfi K€<f>aXrji Kara yvta KiKoxrrtu^ 
ov fiev airal vwoio hvo kKoZol auraovrax^ 
ov iro8€9, ov 60a yovvay ov injBeq, Xa^i^ci^a, 
dXXa <l>pfiv Up^ Kal aOic^aTo^ enrXero fitnivovj 
<f>povTia'i0 Koaiiov airavra Karata'covaa Oofjiaiv. 

For 'tis adorned with never a manlike head. 

For from Its back there swing no branching arms, 

It hath no feet nor knees alert, nor form 

Of tufted secret member; but It lives. 

One holy mind, ineffable, alone. 

And with swift thoughts darts through the universe. 

135. 
dXXa rh fiku iravrtov vofiLfiov 8td r evpvfie^ovro^ 
aldepo^ 'qv€Kea)^ rerarax hid r dirXerov avyf}^. 

But the wide law of all extends throughout 
Broad-ruling ether and the vast white sky. 
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Animal Sacrifice, 
136. 

ov Travo'ea'Oe <f>6poio Svcnj^^^^; ovk iaopaTe 
akkrjkov^ hdwrovre^ aKTjheCrjuri vooio; 

Will ye not cease from this great din of slaughter ? 
Will ye not see, unthinking as ye are, 
How ye rend one another unbeknown? 

137. 
/lopify^v S* aXXa^ai^a irarrip <f>CX.ov viop detpag 
(r<f>d^€i0 iireuxofiepo^ /xeya vijino^' oi 8' iiropevvrcu 
XuraofievoL dvovra^y 6 8* aS vfjKoxxrro^ bfioKkiiov 
(r<f>dia^ iv fieydpoio'i KaKrjv aXcyvvaTo 8arra. 
a)S 8* aurai9 irarcp' vios IKcdv koI /irjTepa 7rat8c9 
Ovfiop aTToppaCa'avTe <f>C\a^ Kara adpKa^ iSovav. 

The father lifteth for the stroke of death 
His own dear son within a changed form. 
And slits his throat for sacrifice with prayers — 
A blinded fool! But the poor victims press. 
Imploring their destroyers. Yet not one 
But still is deaf to piteous moan and wail. 
Each slits the throat and in his halls prepares 
A horrible repast. Thus too the son 
Seizes the father, children the mother seize. 
And reave of life and eath their own dear flesh. 

138. 
Xo^Km diro ^jn/XV^ apvaa^ 

Drawing the soul as water with the bronze. 
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139. 
oifi' arc ov irpocOep fie BKokeae vrjXek^ ^IJ^O'Py 
Trplp <rx€T\L ifyya fiopa^ Trepl x^^^^<^^ iirjrCo'aurdai,. 

Ah woe is me! that never a pitiless day 
Destroyed me long ago, ere yet my lips 
Did meditate this feeding's monstrous crime! 

Taboos. 
140. 
S(uf>v7j9 [<l>ot)8euoi/] <f>vWciiv airo irdp/irav exi^adan. 

Withhold your hands from leaves of Phoebus* tree! 

141. 
SctXoi, irai/8eiXot, Kvafioiv airo x^ipa^ e)(c<r^at. 

Ye wretched, O ye altogether wretched, 
Your hands from beans withhold! 

5*111. 
142. 
rhv 8* cir ap re Atog riyeoi So/toi aiyi6\oio 
T€[/Mrot] iv ovhk {aivrj^ *E]K[ar]ij9 riyo^ [lyXtra- 
iroivov] . 

Neither roofed halls of aegis-holding Zeus 
Delight it, nor dire Hecate's venging house. 

143. 
KpTfvdcDV aTTo n€PT€ TafiovT [&] arcipa x^Xkoii . . . 

Scooping from fountains five with lasting bronze. 
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O fast from evil-doing. 

MS. 

roiya/>roi xaXenrjiaiv dXvoi^eg KOKorqaw 
cfSmore heiXaitov ax4<o>v XaHfytjaere Ov/iov. 

Since wildered by your evil-doings huge, 
Ne'er shall ye free your life from heavy pains. 

The Progression of Rebirik, 
146. 

KoX irpOfLOi avOpmrouriv iirixdoviouri TriXovroLi. 
h^dep avafi\aarcv<n deal TL/irjia-L i^epcarot. 

And seers at last, and singers of high hymns, 
Physicians sage, and chiefs o'er earth-bom men 
Shall they become, whence germinate the gods. 
The excellent in honors. 

147. 

adavaroL^ aXkounv oii^arioi avTcrpwrrel^oiy 
ewc€$ avBpeitov a\4wvj diroicXi^poiy dreipct^. 

At hearth and feast companioned with the immor- 
tals. 
From human pains and wasting eld immime. 
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Last Echoes of a Song Half Lost. 
148. 

Man-enfolding Earth. 

149- 
ve^^rfy€p4Tqv. 

The cloud-collecting. 

15a 
troKvaHjiarov 'Ijirap. 

The blood-full liver. 

isi. 
£ei8a>po9. 

Life-giving. 

152. 
yfjpa^ vip>4pa^. 

Evening, the day's old age. 
153. 

The belly. 

iS3a. 

In seven times seven days. 
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NOTES. 

ON NATURE. 

Fr. I. Pausanias is the friend to whom Empedocles addresses himself 
throughout the poem On Nature, Matthew Arnold has made 
him a character in Empedocles on Aetna. 

Fr. 2. Narrow ways: these are the pores (vSpoi) into which pass the 
emanations (dirSppoai) from things (cf. fr. 89) ; whence man's 
portion — such as it is— of perception and knowledge (cf. the 
simulacra of Lucr. IV). "Ways" (Tokd/iai) are literally "de- 
vices"; but the notion of small passages is suggested by 
ffT€iv6tnroli cf. fr. 4. 

Their little share of life : a note of sadness struck more than 
once by Empedocles, and one of the few elements in common 
with the personage in Arnold's poem. Cf. the comments on 
life and man in the Gnomic writers. 
Like smoke : cf . 
"Ergo dissolui quoque convenit omnem animal 
naturam, ceu fumus, in altas aeris auras." 

Lucr., Ill, 455-6. 

Than mortal ken may span: more literally, "than mortal 
skill may have power to move" (6p(ap€v), 

Fr. 3. Addressed to Pausanias; so elsewhere. 

Fr. 4. Their madness : this evidently refers to the over-bold specu- 
lations of Parmenides and other philosophers. 

Meek Piety's: lit, "from [the realm of] Piety." 

By every way of knowing: by every passage, or device 
(irakdfixi) ; cf. fr. 2. Empedocles, unlike Parmenides, affirms 
the relative trustworthiness of the senses. 

Trust sight no more than hearing, etc.: here E. may imply 
a distinction between the understanding and sense perception; 
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or he may consider, with the sensationalists of modem psy- 
chology, one sense as acting as a check on another, without 
realizing that there must still be something over and above 
them which weighs and decides. His theory of knowledge 
was apparently little developed. Aristotle {De an,. III, 3, 427a 
21-29) says that E. drew no distinction between 90€iw or 4>pop€lw 
and aMAptaSat, 

Note by all ways: "ways" here translates *^, 'road,' 'pore' 

The Roman critic (Hor., De arte poetica, 134 ff.) warns the 
poet against a beginning that promises bigger things than the 
work bears out, and he might have chided Empedocles with 
the contrary fault; for the reverent attitude, reflected in this 
fragment, soon gives way to dogmatism and grandiloquence, 
as the old philosopher's soul thrills to his large thought and 
the roll of his splendid verse. Later writers on the Unknow- 
able and the limitations of human knowledge have not always 
been more consistent 

Fr. 5. The High and Strong: "either philosophers or doctrines or 
the gods Love and Strife." Diels, PPF. 

Sifted through thy soul: an illustration of the dependence of 
a poetic value on an emendation; if, instead of 8utaari$irrot 
(FV), we read duLTfifi^prot (PPF), the translation might run: 

"Deep in thine inward parts dividing thought," 
a very different, and to me less effective figure. 

Fr. 6. The four-fold root : the four elements, but there is some dis- 
agreement as to the interpretation of the symbols that follow. 
Nestis is presumably a Sicilian water divinity, identified by 
van ten Brink and Heyne with Proserpina, and the context 
shows that she symbolizes water. Zeller (p. 759) makes Zeus 
fire, Here air, and Aidoneus (Dis) earth; Burnet (p. 243) 
and Bodrero (p. 78), following Knatz, make Zeus air. Here 
earth, and Aidoneus fire. I am not persuaded that any peculiar 
theory is implied in this mjrthology, as Bodrero attempts to 
prove (cf. also Gomperz, p. 245) ; at the most E. is hinting at 
the elements as eternal (die "established gods" of fr. 17) and 
primary— "the four-fold root of all things." Moreover, E. 
was poet no less than philosopher. 

Earlier philosophy had recognized the materials which E. 
calls the four elements, though it had never made them Grund- 
staff e, Cf. also the "flowing" (like water), the "mistiform" 
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(like air) and the dry mist (like fire) of Heraclitus; and the 
contrasted warm and cold which Anaximander conceived as 
diflFerentiated from the ^Teipop. (The five-fold division of Phi- 
lolaos was probably derived from E.) E. was the first ab- 
solute pluralist ; preceding thinkers, Thales, Pythagoras, Hera- 
clitus, Parmenides, etc., had made ultimate reality a material 
One. Not until Plato have we an approach to an idealistic 
monism (cf. Burnet, p. 207-8). 

Fr. 7. Elements (<rTo«xe«a), supplied here and elsewhere, is nowhere 
preserved to us by £., and was apparently first used in philos- 
ophy by Plato. Cf. Zeller, p. 759. 

Fr. 8. End in ruinous death: this is not here enlarged upon as is 
the idea of birth; it is, however, but the other aspect of the 
latter: the interchange of the mixed implies a scattering as 
well, the dissolution of the old to form the new; at least I 
take it so. Cf. fr. 17. 

Fr. Ql In man, etc.: properly, "in the case of man.*^ 

/ too assent to use : how many philosophers have felt them- 
selves balked in the perfect expression of their thought by 
having in their vocabulary to "assent to use." 

Fr. 10. Avenging Death: evidently used in a connection similar to 
"doom of death" in fr. 9 (cf. Plut quoted by Diels, PPF). 
"ut 'Afijipa dXoiTit Lycoph. 935 est sceleris vindex, sic Mors 
peccatorum ultrix." Diels, PPF. 

Fr. 11-12. The doctrine (and in part the words) of Parmenides, 
afterwards developed with such energy and imagination and 
observation of the processes of the sensible universe in Book 
I of the De Natura Rerum. 

For there 'twill be, etc: perhaps a more literal rendering 
would make the meaning more obvious to some readers : "For 
every time will it [i. e., any given object] be right there, where 
any one every time puts it" 

Fr. 13-14. E. held with Parmenides that the world is a Plenum, in- 
capable either of excess or of deficiency. 

Fr. 15. "But that there is here any affirmation of the immortality of 
the psychic life (Siebeck, Gesch, d, Psychol, I, 53, 267) I do 
not believe. Pporol denotes with E. not only men but all per- 
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ishable beings, and these are eternal only in so far as their 
elements are eternal." Zeller, p. 756. 

Diels, however, renders (FV) Pporol "wir Sterbliche"; in- 
deed, as "men" is evidently the understood subject of Ka\iov<n 
('call'), it must also be the subject of i8«5<r« (*live'), and it is 
but natural to construe Pporol below in the same sense. But 
there is still presumably no reference to the immortality of the 
souL Thought and feeling with E. are part of the physical 
system; and "our being" is but a physical being, to which, 
however, as to every thing, the thought of fr. 11 must apply. 
"Compacted" and "loosed apart*' refer to the mingling and 
the scattering of the body's constituent elements. 

Fr. 16. Love and Hate: under varying names, "Lovingness" 
and "Strife," "Aphrodite" and "Wrath," etc., conceived by E. 
as the dynamic powers of the universe. Many details of the 
conception are still in dispute (cf. Zeller, p. 771; Tannery, p. 
306). EflForts to relate them genetically to the Isis and Typhon 
of the Egyptian, or to the Ormuzd and Ahriman of the Persian 
seem to me unsuccessful ; one is rather reminded of the "War'* 
and "Harmonia** of Heraclitus. 

Fr. 17. The longest, the most significant, and the most difficult of 
the fragments; preserved by Simplicius. "The One" is the 
Sphere; "the Many," as we see from line 18 (of the Greek 
text), are the four elements. 

Two-fold the birth, two-fold the death of things: a dark 
saying; I paraphrase a Latin note of Diels, PPF: 

"The wheel of nature runs a double course, one from the 
complete separation of the four elements to the union of the 
Sphere, the other from the Sphere to the separation of the 
elements. In either course exist the certainties of creation 
and dissolution: for, as the elements come together, their 
meeting (aivodos) brings things to birth, but when the tend- 
ency to mingle has finally increased so far as to form the 
Sphere again, the same meeting is found at last to be no less 
the source of their destruction (thus ^podos rUrei r* 6\iKet re) ; 
again, as the elements begin to separate from the Sphere (^*a- 
^vofUpwp), things are bom into an orderly arrangement of 
their elements, until, with the increased tendency toward sepa- 
ration, everything at last flies apart {9Urni) and perishes.'* 
Cf . f r. 26. 
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It must be noted that, when Love is supreme, we have the 
harmony of the Sphere; when Hate is supreme, a complete 
dissipation. In neither state is anything like our world pos- 
sible: we must be in either one or the other intermediate 
period, where the elements are making headway (i) away 
from the Sphere toward dissipation, or (2) from dissipation 
toward the Sphere. Cf. Burnet (p. 248 flF.)> who believes we 
are in the former period. 

Anaximander (but cf. Burnet, p. 64) and Heraclitus and the 
Pjrthagoreans seem also to have taught a succession of worlds 
bom and destroyed; and a similar thought is implicit in the 
nebular hypothesis of modem astronomy. 

So far have they a birth, etc. : "they'* refers, I believe, to 
the four elements : mortal, if viewed as parts of the perishable 
things of our world; immortal and unshaken as gods (cf. the 
mjrthological names of fr. 6), if viewed as the primeval sources 
of all things and as subject to the law of the four cosmic 
periods — eternal interchange and revolution round "the circle 
of the world." 

And shut from them apart, etc. : both Strife and Love are 
apparently conceived as material, not simply as dynamic prin- 
ciples. The early philosophers were a long way from the in- 
corporealities and abstractions of modem science (cf. Burnet, 
p. 246) ; and even the Pythagorean numbers were by no means 
sharply distinguished from their concrete expression in geo- 
metrical forms and material things, and even the "Nous" of 
Anaxagoras was mindstuflF in space. Thus Strife is in equi- 
poise, i. e., everywhere of the same weight (drdXarrov s'entend 
de Tequilibre des poids. Tannery, p. 305), and at this moment 
somewhere outside the Sphere; while Love, equal in length 
and breadth, is situated inside, and 

"speeds revolving in the elements." 

Tannery (p. 306) regards them as "media endowed with 
special properties and able to displace each other, media in 
the bosom of which are plunged the corporeal molecules, but 
which are still conceived to be as material as the imponderable 
ether of the modem physicists," i. e., almost as diffused 
gases; but it is very doubtful if Empedocles had such a defi- 
nite thought in mind. 

'Tis she inborn, etc.: whatever the difficulties in thinking 
out the thought with consistency of detail, there is a freshness 
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and a grandeur in this identification of a cosmic principle, or 
material, with a passion, or a faculty, in the life of man. E. 
makes a similar identification of Hate (cf. fr. 109). Schopen- 
hauer's identification of the dynamic principle of all nature 
with "will'' offers a modem analogy. Nor should we overlook 
the prior significance in the very choice of the names, drawn 
from the passions of men to stand for activities as funda- 
mental and wide as the universe. 

I think, by the way, that E.'s language here makes it possible 
to interpret love ("thoughts of love," etc.) as more than the 
physiological passion of sex for sex, with which it is usually 
identified by the commentators. 

Behold these elements awn equal strength, etc : R conceives 
the elements as each alike in quantity and strength, each alike 
primeval; but each, with its peculiar function and appearance 
(cf. E's specific descriptive adjectives used in naming the ele- 
ments), qualitatively distinct from the others. CI Zeller, p. 
762. But what he means by affirming that 

••each 
Prevailing conquers with revolving time** 

is not, to me at least, perfectly dear. He speaks nowhere of 
an age of Air, or Earth, or Water; and the peculiar agencies 
he imputes to fire (see infra) are apparently at all times at 
work, without ever ending in fire's dominating all, as in the 
common interpretation of the system of Heraditus. Possibly 
he refers to the temporal sequence in the separation of the 
dements from the Sphere (for which see Zeller, p. 787), or 
simply to the fact that now this, now that created object in 
natura rerum has more of this or more of that dement in its 
composition. Cf. fr. 26. In Chinese philosophy The dements 
are supposed to conquer one another according to a definite 
law. We are told that wood conquers earth, earth conquers 
water, water conquers fire, fire conquers metal, and metal con- 
quers wood.** Paul Carus, Chinese Thought, 1907, p. 47. But 
tiiere is nothing in R's thought that seems to correspond. 

Through one another: an allusion to the theory of the pores, 
the precursor of Atomism. Ci Zeller, p. 767. 

Fr. 18, The translator has made no effort to be consistent in render- 
ing 4>C^ii and ^^Mrnt into English by different words. There 
is evidently no vital difference of meaning in the Greek as 
used by R Cf. Plut, quoted by Dids, PPF. 
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Fr. ig. With reference here to water. 

Fr. 20. Line i has been supplied by the translator. Cf. with this 
fragment f r. 57-62. 

Fr. 21. Buf come, etc : L e., 'observe if what I have already said 
does not give a sufficiently clear description of the form, or 
physical characteristics of the elements'— **si quid materiae 
etiam in priore numeratione elementorum relictum erat formae 
cxplicandae." Diels, PPF. 

The Sun : see note on f r. 41. 

The eternal Stars: E. conceived the fixed stars as fastened to 
the vault (of the dark hemisphere), the planets as free, and 
both as formed of fire separated from the air. 

The sun and the stars apparently correspond to the fiery 
element, rain to the watery, and earth to the earthy, con- 
sidered here as visible parts of the present universe no less 
than as the sources thereof. Air seems to be unrepresented, 
unless it be suggested by "glowing radiance." I am inclined 
to take the phrase merely as a bit of poetry — it is the radiance 
of the night, hardly the bright heaven, the aery expanse of 
day. But were it so interpreted, one might well note that E. 
regularly uses al0^p ('sky*) and once o^paw6t (*heaven') for 
air, and might compare Lucretius' 

'IJnde aether sidera pascif (Bk. I, 33i)» 
and Virgil's 

"Polus dum sidera pascif (Bk. I, 608)— 

phrases which, however, are not, as I understand them, based 
on an astronomy like that of Empedodes. 

The green : the Greek is ^Av/wa, 'the beginnings of things,* 
Ae 'semina rerum' of Lucretius (Liddell& Scott), here possibly 
with some suggestion of the growth of the vegetable world 
(hence the translation "green"). There is assuredly no ref- 
erence to the primeval "lumps with rude impress" of fr. 62, 
for E. is here speaking of things as they are. 

The long-lived gods: the gods in the On Nature of Em- 
pedocles are part of the perishable world, formed, like tree or 
fish, out of the elements ; hence, though "in honors excellent*'* 
they are not immortal. 
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Fr. 22. Heaven : air ; cf. note to f r. 21. 

For amber Sun, etc. : the mutual attraction of the like and 
the repulsion of the unlike are here referred respectively to 
the action of Love and Hate ; but elsewhere in his system Em- 
pedocles leaves us much in the dark on the matter. Cf. Gom- 
perz, p. 237. Tannery, p. 308. Also Burnet, p. 247. 

Things that are most apt to mix: where the emanations of 
the one are peculiarly well fitted to the pores of the other. Cf. 
Burnet, 247 ff. 

Fr. 23. mixing harmonious, etc : Gomperz (p. 233) sees a reference in 
this fragment to the four primary colors, as analogous to the 
four elements. The simile were then doubly striking. 

The goddess: lit., 'divinity* (^«>0), undoubtedly the Muse, 
mentioned several times by E. (cf. fr. 4, 5, 131) ; important 
as a hint that the author is poet as well as philosopher, and 
may use language not always literally in accord with his sys- 
tem. 

Fr. 25. One may regret that Empedodes has not left us more such 
pithy sayings. 

Cf. 

''A reasonable reason. 
If good, is none the worse for repetition.'* 

Byron, Don Juan, XV, 51. 

Fr. 26. In turn they conquer: "they" means the elements; cf. note 
on f r. 17. 

olden Fate: fate is mentioned several times by R, and can 
only mean, I think, the universal law of being. 

Whiles in fair order: Or. «& ipa K6afu>v; it refers to that 
orderly arrangement of the elements which results, as the uni- 
^ng process goes on, in the dead harmony of the Sphere. 

Whiles rent asunder: this refers to the process which ends 
in the complete dissipation of the elements and the destruction 
of all things. 

Till they, when grown succumb : i. c., as I understand it, 

till, after having completed the process of coming together 
again which ends in the Sphere, they again begin the process 
of separating which ends in dissipation. Cf. fr. 17; and Zeller 
(P* 77^)9 who might question this interpretation. 
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"Go under and succumb" is in the Greek ^ripepBt yiwnrat, a 
phrase found in Theognis (1. 843) : 

" 'AXX* bichrav Ka0^irep0ep i&p ^irip€p$€ yinirai, 
TOvrdKis of/cod* tjMP Tavffdfupoi v6au)s** 

where the event is, however, hardly of the same cosmic im- 
portance. 

Fr. 27. There : in the Sphere, where one could distinguish none of 
the elements and none of the forms of things. One notes that 
the passage makes no mention of air, and wonders if a line 
may have been lost The Sphere corresponds somewhat to 
the "Being" of Parmenides, which was spherical and im- 
movable; but the four elements, though in this sphere visibly 
indistinguishable, must still maintain their respective qual- 
ities. For various ancient interpretations of the nature of the 
Sphere, cf. Burnet, p. 250 ff. 

In the close recess of Harmony: "in G>ncordiae latebris 
fixus tenetur." Diels, PPF. A poetic figure for the idea that 
the Sphere is completely under the reign of Love. Possibly 
"the close recess" is but the "surrounding solitude" below, and 
is not, perhaps, to be taken any more literally than the refer- 
ence to the Sphere as "exultant." If examined narrowly, 
however, difficulties must be admitted. The figure may be 
Pythagorean. Harmony, then, were the personified "fitting," 
"adaptation," and would refer to the closely fitted parts of tiie 
universe, when brought together by Love. U^kipos ('close- 
fitted,' 'compact') were itself perfectly appropriate ; but ifpt^^of , 
as a noun (meaning, as it seems to here, 'a hidden place') 
would confuse the thought, for the figure, if Pythagorean, 
requires us to conceive "Harmony" as pervading the Sphere, 
not as hiding it somewhere in space. Moreover, one would 
expect to find /cp^0oj applied to the Sphere rather than to the 
recess. Prof. Newbold in a letter suggests /cp^v for #cp^^, L e., 
*in Harmonia's close-binding frost/ as "better than the MS 
reading, though not altogether satisfactory." 

Bodrero assumes (p. 135) that Harmony "is not Love alone, 
but the union of Love and Hate, their equilibrium"; but his 
whole interpretation of Empedocles is very far from that of 
all other scholars, and is usually, as here, of little service to 
the point of view adopted in these pages. 

The rounded Sphere : This primeval Sphere must never be 
confounded with E.'s present spherical universe, composed, as 



Digitized by 



Google 



76 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

we Icam from the doxographers, of a revolving bright hemi- 
sphere of day and a dark hemisphere of night Cf. note to 
fr.48. 

Exultant in surrounding solitude: quoted with literary tact, 
though in a corrupt form, by Marcus Aurelius (XII, 3) : "If 
thou wilt separate, I say, from this ruling faculty the things 
which are attached to it by the impressions of sense, and the 
things of time to come and of time that is past, and wilt make 
thyself like Empedocles' Sphere, 'AH round, and in its joyous 
rest reposing.'" 

Fr. 29. Cf. fr. 134, where expressions, in part identical, are used 
apparently of the Divine; and note that below in fr. 31 the 
Sphere is called God. 

Nor form of life-producing member: a touch possible only 
to a free and an austere imagination : Empedocles gazes upon 
man, the naked and the swift, and seizes at once on that which 
most identifies his manhood. 

Fr. 3a Yet after mighty Strife : it will be remembered that Strife 
breaks up and separates the elements in the Sphere. 

Amplest oath: Gr. wXariof SpKov, lit. Tbroad oath.' Cf. fr. 115. 

Fr. 31. God: the Sphere. 'This mixture of all materials is divine 
only in the sense in which antiquity in general sees in the 
world itself the totality of divine beings and powers." Zeller, 
p. 813; cf. p. 814. 

Fr. 32. "quod e coniectura scripsi artus iungit hina eleganter cx- 
pressit Martianus Rota sive ingenio sive meliore libro fretus: 
articulis constat semper iunctura duobus," Diels, PPF. 

Fr. 33. Diels (PPF) cites Homer, E,902, and says "e Plut patet 
Concordiae processum illustrari" — ^it illustrates the process of 
Love. 

Fr. 34. i. e., like a baker, according to Karsten and Burnet 

Fr. 35. When down the Vortex: the origin of the vortex is not ex- 
plained in any existing fragment of Empedocles. Tannery 
thinks (p. 312) "the vortex is due to a disturbance of equi- 
librium. . . .the final resultant of the disordered movements 
which Hate occasions in the Sphere." And again (p. 314) : 
'Hate — is the principle of division and movement; in con- 
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sequence of its very mobility it works its way naturally into 
the interior of the motionless Sphere, produces an agitation 
and then a movement of revolution. Thereupon Hate is 
thrown oflF to the circumference where the movement is most 
rapid, and is finally excluded altogether." But cf. Zeller, p. 
784, 787. This chaos, or vortex, caused, according to Tannery 
by Hate, has suggested to some the "x^M«" of Hesiod and 
the "rudes indigestaque moles'* of Ovid; it was, however, an 
accepted tenet of the older schools (cf. The ^l^v in Anaximenes 
and Anaximander, W. A. Heidel, Class, Philology, I, 3., July 
1906). 

The eddying centre of the mass: "the mass" is not in the 
Greek; but is to be understood rather than "the Sphere" — 
which has properly ceased to be in becoming a vortex. 

Oneness I not to be identified with the Sphere, but with the 
"fair order" of fr. 26, as seems clear from the lines that fol- 
low, "and from their mingling," etc. 

Only as willingly: possibly a reference to the attraction of 
like for like. Cf. note to f r. 22. 

Not all blameless: i. e.. Hate retreated under protest, differ- 
ing from "blameless Lovingness" in not willingly submitting to 
the "old decree" (see Diels, PPF, and fr. 30) ; although this 
seems, if anything more than a poetic touch, to involve the 
inconsistency of a free will over against the fundamental ne- 
cessity. Such cruxes recall the inconsistencies even in the 
more developed materialism of modem times, which assumes 
the possibility of sense experience and of distinguishing truth 
and error, right and wrong. Cf. fr. 116. 

The circle's utmost bounds: the circumference of the vortex, 
not the Sphere. 

The members: the elements. 

Those mortal things : the elements as constituents of physical 
objects in the perishable world, contrasted with the elements 
as eternal sources of creation. Cf. fr. 17 and 26. "Dagli 
dementi etemi si formano esseri viventi e peribili." Bodrero, 
p. 130. The two states are again contrasted in 

"The erstwhile pure and sheer 
Were mixed," 
below. 

Fr. 36. They: The elements. Cf. preceding fragment 
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Fr. 37. "cetera elementa duo commemorata fuisse veri simile (cf. 
Lucr. II 1 1 14 sq.)> at versus recuperari nequit" Diels, PPF. 
Cf. fr. 109 on sense perception. 

Fr. 38. If the brief examples of "all things we now behold" are to 
correspond to the four elements, one finds nothing representa- 
tive of fire, unless ether be here used, as by Anaxagoras, for 
fire, with reference to the fiery sky (cf. note to fr. 135) and 
to the etymology of the word itself (from atOeip, light up,* 
*blaze') — ai sense, indeed, appropriate to the appellative "Titan." 
But this were quite a different sense than is usual in E., with 
whom ether regularly stands for the element air. This, how- 
ever, involves us in ano^er difficulty: "moist air" (^yp^f d'^p) 
has been already mentioned ; but with Zeller we may interpret 
it as the lower, thicker, misty air (so d'fjp in Homer), as op- 
posed to the upper air, the pure ether, "without, however, 
assuming any elemental difference," p. 786. "Moist air" is 
rendered "feuchten Luftkreis" by Diels (FV), and "damp 
mist" by Burnet. I may add that Burnet is evidently wrong 
in affirming that <i<p never refers to air in E. : it is used inter- 
changeably with aWijp ('air*) in fr. 100 (q. v.) Cf. Stickney, 
notes to Cicero's De Nat, Deorum, I, 44. 

"With Ether, the Titan who binds the globe about:" 
cf. 

"Bread, kingdoms, stars, and sky that holds them all." 

Emerson, Days. 

Fr. 39. The white Ether: "white" is not in the Greek, but is in 
keeping with E.*s "Ether, the all splendorous," the "awful 
heights of Air," the vaulted sky of his imagination. 

As forsooth some tongues, etc.: a gruffness reminding of 
Heraclitus, and of Emerson's line: 

"The brave Empedodes defying fools." 

Fr. 41. E. seems to have conceived the sun as "a luminous image of 
the earth, when the latter was lighted up by the fire of the 
day [i. e., the bright hemisphere] and reflected upon the crys- 
tal vault of heaven." Tannery, p. 317. But cf. Burnet, p. 254, and 
Zeller, p. 789, for slight differences of interpretation. How 
the sun, a mere reflection, was borne along its track in the re- 
volving sky we arc left to guess. 
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Fr. 42. An anticipation of the modem scientific explanation of solar 
eclipses. 

The silver-eyed', y\avKtbindos /i^rns; for the much discussed 
7Xaviccair(f see the Homeric dictionaries. It refers properly 
not to color but to brightness and flashing splendor," used 
especially of Athene, of whom the Iliad (A, 200) says, "9€ip^ 
84 ol 6air€ tpdavBev:* Cf. Schol. on Apoll. Rhod. I. 1280 (quoted 
by Merrill and Riddell, Odys, A, 44) : '^dtayXaiaaovaip drrl rov 
^tarl^ovai Ij dioKdfiirovffi, 6$€p Kal ^ *ABripd yXavKuwis^ Kal yX^vri ^ 
K6pri Tou 6<f>$a\fJLov, waph. t6 yXaiaaeip 5 iffrt Xiftweiw, Kal "E^piwL- 
dijf M riis treX^nyf ixri^CLTO yXavKohrls t€ arpitperai fvfjni," But 
it is doubtful if E., who speaks of "Selene mild," intended 
here anything stronger than "with eye of silvery sheen." 

yXavKSs is used of the willow, the olive, and E. himself uses 
it (fr. 93) of the elder. Diels' *l)lauaugigen" seems to me in- 
adequate. 

Fr. 43. E. knew the source of the moon's light (cf. fr. 45, 47) ; but 
the moon itself he held to be a disk of frozen air, and one-half 
as far from the earth as the sun ("E. 8iw\dawp dwixeip {t6p 
IjXiop) dir6 T^s T^f fvcp r^r ireXijnji'.'' Plac II, 31). 

Fr. 44. He darts his beams: with Diels I take the subject to be 'the 
sun' and not 'the earth* (Burnet) ; and "Olympos" is then the 
bright heaven. Tannery's "feu du jour" (see note to fr. 41). 
E. explained the light of the heavenly bodies through his doc- 
trine of emanations, and, accordingly maintained — a correct 
conclusion from incorrect premises — that the sun's light re- 
quires a certain time to reach earth. Cf. Zeller, p. 790. 

Fr. 45. Which round the outmost: probably 'goal is turning,' or 
something of the sort, followed here. The form of the clause 
shows that it served as a simile. 

Fr. 47. Her lord: the sun, see note on fr. 43. 

Fr. 48. E. conceived our earth as surrounded by a hollow globe 
composed of two hemispheres, a lighter of fire, a darker of 
air, whose revolution produces day and night Cf. Zeller, 
p. 786 flF. This line means only that earth shuts off the light 
of the fiery hemisphere that sinks below the horizon, bearing 
with it its sun (see fr. 41). 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 THE FRAGMENTS OF EMPEDOCLES. 

Fr. 50. For authenticity ct Diels» PPF. I am uncertain what scien- 
tific meaning this line had for Empedodes ; but for the modern 
reader it is at least charming poetry. Burnet (p. 256) says: 
'"Wind was explained from the opposite motions of the fiery 
and airy hemispheres. Rain was caused by the compression 
of the Air, which forced any water there might be in it out 
of its pores in the form of drops." 

Fr. 51. And upward, etc : of fire, which, in R's thought, had an 
upward, as air a downward (see fr. 54) tendency, innate 
powers apparently not elsewhere explained. The peculiar 
functions attributed by E. to fire led Aristotle {De gen, et corr., 
B 3. 336b 19) to separate it from the other elements of the 
S3rstem, an interpretation developed with much ingenuity by 
Bodrero (Chap. II.). 

Fr. 52. Doubtless an allusion to volcanic phenomena, as common in 
Sicily. 

Fr. S3. "It" refers to air. "Met," I c, with the other dements. 

Fr. 54, See note to fr. 51. 

Fr. 55. "The earth — was at first mixed with water, but the in- 
creasing compression caused by the velocity of the world's 
revolution [the Vortex of fr. 35] made the water gush forth." 
Burnet, p. 256. The phrase is not, then, as criticized by Aris- 
totle, mere poetic metaphor. 

Fr. 56. With E. fire has a crystallizing, condensing function. CI 
fr. 73. 

Fr. 57-61. These fragments contain the rude germ of the theory of 
natural selection and the origin of spedes (but cf. Zeller, p. 
795) ; they seem to refer to a process of animal genesis during 
the period when Love is increasing in power (i. e., the fourth 
period; see fr. 17) ; fr. 62, on the other hand to another process 
when Hate is increasing (i.e., in the period of the present 
world). Cf. Burnet, p. 261. 

God with god: Gr. W^ow W^wr, i.e., Love and Hate. 

There seems to be no reason for the conjecture, sometimes 
advanced, that E. is here influenced by the monsters of Baby- 
lonian legend and art The Greek imagination was long fa- 
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miliar with centaurs, satyrs, chimaeras, cyclops, hermaphro- 
dites and other "mixed shapes of being." The library of 
Johns Hopkins has recently (1906} been enriched, so a med- 
ical colleague informs me, by a collection (originally from 
Marburg), containing some 936 old volumes on monsters, 
which the curious reader may consult at his leisure for further 
parallels. 

Fr. 62. See notes to fr. 57-61. 

The sundered fire: Gr. Kpip6tt€90P wvp, Ut 'self-sundering* 
—the fire whidi **bums beneath the ground" and has the 
"upward zeaL" Though E. is speaking here of mankind, 

"Of men and women, the pitied and bewailed," 

he probably considers the process as typical for the whole 
animal kingdom. 

Warm: warm and cold seem to have been important con- 
ditions in E.'s system, the former favoring growth, the latter 
inducing decay, old age, sleep, death, in the last instance per- 
haps serving as the occasion for the separation of the elements 
by Hate. The general idea is probably as old as speculation. 

Fr. 63. For 'tis in part in man's: i. e., in part in the male semen. 
E. explained conception as a union of male and female semen, 
each furnishing parts for the formation of offspring. Of. 

"Aegre admiscetur muliebri semine semen." 

Lucr., IV, 1239. 

In so far as this ancient belief recognizes that both sexes 
furnish the germs of the offspring, it is an anticipation of 
modem embryology. 

Fr. 64. An alternative reading, a little freer: 

"Love-longing comes upon him, waking well 
Old memories, as he gazes." 

Fr. 65. This is, perhaps, as rational as most modem theories. "At 
present we are almost absolutely ignorant conceming the 
causation of sex, though certain observers are inclined to 
suppose that the determining factor must be sought for in the 
ovum." Williams, Obstetrics (1904), p. 143. 
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Fr. 66, Cloven meads: surely the labia majora. 

Fr. 68. White pus: Gr. r6 ir^ow, not * irw^ ('colostrum'), if my 
available lexical information be correct, though the latter is 
probably meant (Burnet). The comparison seems to be — 
however grotesque — ^between mother's milk (properly colos- 
trum) in the breast enlarging during pregnancy, and the 
matter of a suppurating boil — ^the teat of the former corre- 
sponding to the "head" of the latter. Colostrum is, however, 
present in the breast after the first few months. 

Fr. 69. Twice-bearing: Le., bearing offspfing in the seventh and 
tenth month. 

Fr. 70. Sheepskin: used of the membrane conceived as covering 
the "embryo" (foetus?). E. could only have been familiar 
with the membranes which follow the birth of the young. 

Fr. 71. Sun : this is of course here a symbol for the element fire. 

Fr. 73. Kypris: Aphrodite, Love. 

To speed of fire that she might grow firm: fire has a con- 
densing property. Cf. fr. 56. 

Fr. 74. The subject may be Aphrodite. 

Fr. 75-76. Here the bones, the earthen part (in modem science, the 
lime) within some animals are related, quite in the spirit of 
our own physiology, to the shells on the outside of others. 
The turtle's shell, consisting chiefly of keratin, is, however, 
morphologically connected, like horn, finger-nails, etc., with 
the skin. Aristotle (Pneumat, 484a 38) says that E. explained 
fingernails as produced from sinew by hardening. 

Fr. 77-78. Trees were supposed by E. to derive their nourishment 
through their pores from the air, more or less vitalizing ac- 
cording to the mixture— again a suggestion of modern science. 

Fr. 79. In thus assimilating the seeds of the olive tree to the ^gs 
laid by birds, E. was probably guided by similarity no less of 
function than of form. 

Fr. 80. Wherefore: Can any one tell me? Prof. McGilvary happily 
suggests it is "because the pomegranate has a very hard 
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thick skin, not admitting air as readily as the thin skin of an 
apple. See fr. ^^''fi:' 

Fr. 82. A doctrine of comparative morphology that has reminded 
many critics of the poet-scientist Goethe. 

Fr. 84. Of horny lantern : the ancients had lanterns made of trans- 
lucent horn, and 'liorny," though not in the text, must be 
understood here. 

"Emp. conceives the eye as a sort of lantern. The apple 
of the eye contains fire and water enclosed in films, the pores 
of which, alternately arranged for each element, give to the 
emanations of each a free passage. Fire serves for perceiving the 
bright, water for the dark. When the emanations of visible 
things reach the outside of the eye, there pass through the 
pores from within it emanations of its fire and water, and 
from the joint meeting arises vision." Zeller, p. 801. 

"It was an attempt, however inadequate, to explain percep- 
tion by intermediate processes. It was an attempt, moreover, 
which admitted, however reluctantly, the subjective factor, 
thus completing one stage of the journey whose ultimate goal 
is to recognize that our sense-perceptions are anything rather 
than the mere reflections of exterior objective qualities of 
things." Gomperz, p. 235. Cf. Burnet, p. 267. 

Fr. 86. From which: i. e., from these elements. 

Fr. 87. Bolts of love : a metaphor for the uniting power of Aphro- 
dite. Cf. fr. 96. 

Fr. 88. Interesting as an early lesson in a sound theory of optics. 

Fr. 89. Cf. note on fr. 2. 

Fr. 90. Sour sprung for Sour: "went for" (^v) would be a more 
effective rendering, but for the slangy connotations. 

Fr. 92. Diels (FV), following Aristotle, who has preserved us the 
fragment, makes the connection sufficiently clear : "Die Samen- 
mischung bei der Erzeugung von Mauleseln bringt, da zwei 
weiche Stoffe zusammenkommen, eine harte Verbindung zu- 
stande, Denn nur Hohles and Dichtes passt zu einander. 
Dort abet geht es, wie wenn man Zinn und Kupfer mischt" 
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Fr. 93. S'ili'rfy: Sccnotetofr. 43. 

Fr. 94. Preserved only in Latin (Plut. Quaest not,, 39). Dids 
(PPF) has thus turned it into Greek: 

**Kal irAcc ip pMti Toraftov fUkap he ffKtUrrot 
KaX cmiKaMwetw b/jtm ipopareu h drrpots** 

Fr. 95. They : i. e., the eyes. The thought is thus completed by Diels 
(FV), following Simplicius: **ergdb sich auch der Unterschied, 
dass einige bet Tag, andere bei Nacht heller sehen," 

Fr. 96. Thus bones are formed of 2 parts earth, 2 parts water, and 
4 parts fire. 

Broad-breasted melting pots: **htti construtti vasi," as Bod- 
rero translates it 

Glue of Harmony : cf. %o\ts of love." 

Fr. 97. Thus completed by Diels (FV), following Aristotle: **hat 
ihre Form daher, dass sie bei der Entstehung der Tiere durch 
eine gufdlHge Wendung zerbrach," 

Fr. 98. She met: Gr. evpiicvpffe, a word, among others, which sug- 
gests in Empedocles* system, an implicit doctrine of chance. 
Cf. fr. 102, 103. Cf. Bodrero, p. 107 flF. 

Ether, the alUsplendorous: an illustration of how E. will 
sometimes emphasize a term, used symbolically to denote an 
element as one of the four-fold roots of all things, by an 
epithet suggestive of that element as it appears in the world 
about us. 

Diels (PPF) paraphrases: "Tellus ad sanguinem efficiendum 
fere pares partes ignis, aquae, aeris arcessit, sed fieri potest ut 
paulo plus terrae aut minus, ut quae pluribus dementis una 
occurrat, admisceatur." 

Fr. 99. A fleshy sprout: E.'s picturesque definition of the outer ear. 
The inner ear he likens to a bell which sounds as the air 
strikes upon it— again an anticipation of modem sdence. 

Fr. 100. This fragment (cf. fr. 105) shows some knowledge of the 
motions of the blood, though far enough from the discovery 
of Harvey. Cf. Harvey's own work On the Motion of the 
Heart and Blood in Animals (1628) for the anterior views. 
As a theory of respiration, it is as grotesque as it is ingenious. 
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The comparison with the clepsydra, though in form of a 
Homeric simile, rests, as Burnet points 
out, upon scientific experiment, and is " 

doubly significant for its sound physics. 
The following diagram and analysis 
from Burnet (p. 230) will, perhaps, make 
the allusion clear : 

"The water escaped drop by drop 
through a single orifice at a. The top b 
was not altogether open, but was per- 
forated so that the air might exert its 
pressure on the water inside. The in- 
strument was filled by plunging it in 
water upside down, and stopping the 
orifice at a with the finger before taking 
it out again." 

The water's destined bulk : 1. e., a cor- 
responding mass of water. 




Fr. loi. All that is left of R's theory of scent. The mites are the 
emanations. 

Fr. 102. Got: lit, "chanced on" (XeX67xo<re). Cf. note on fr. 98. 

Fr. 103. Chance: cf. note on fr. 98. Here, as in some passages 
elsewhere, E. seems to be a hylozoist. Cf. Zeller, p. 802; but 
E. nowhere credits the elements as such, with consciousness, 
unless fr. 109 be so interpreted (but cf. Gomperz, p. 245). 

Fr. 104. The lightest: supply "bodies." 

Fr. 105. In the blood streams: cf. note to fr. 100. 

The blood that stirs, etc. : the verse was often alluded to by 
the ancients (cf. Diels, PPF), and Tertullian seems himself 
to have turned it into Latin in his De Anitna (chap. 16) : 

"namque homini sanguis circumcordialis et sensus." 

But E. did not mean here, I think, to exclude some power of 
thought from other parts of the body ; he says "where prevails 
the power," L c., where it chiefly {ii^wra) exists. Cf. Zeller, 
p. 803. 
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Fr. io6. C£. 

"Practerea gigni pariter cum corpore et una 
crescere sentimus pariterque senescere mentem/* 

Lucr., Ill, 445-6. 

"Empedocles hat nicht die Seele aus den Elementen zusam- 
mengesetzt, sondern er hat das, was wir Seelenthatigkeit nen- 
nen, aus der clementarischen Zusammensetzung des Korpers 
crklart, eine vom Korper verschiedene Seele kennt seine Phy- 
sik nicht" — i. e., a soul as distinct from the composition of the 
elements in the body is nowhere found in the On Nature. 
Zeller, p. 802. 

Fr. 107. These : the elements. Cf. note on f r. 106. 

Fr. 108. "By day" and "by night" have been supplied here from 
references in SimpL and Philop., quoted by Diels, PPF. 

Fr. 109. Through Earth, etc. : "we think each element with the cor- 
responding element in our body" (Zeller, p. 802), and the 
same holds true of Love and Hate (cf. note on f r. 17). 

Cf. Plotinus : 0* yitp dtp in&irort tldtv 6<f)0a\fjAs fjKiop ^Xioetd^t fiii 
ytywTiM^pw. Cf. also Goethe : 

"War* nicht das Auge sonnenhaft, 
Die Sonne konnt' es nie erblicken ; 
Lag* nicht in uns des (jottes eig'ne Kraft, 
Wie konnt' uns Grottliches entziicken?" ^ 

Man is the microcosm. 

Fr. no. All these things: perhaps the good thoughts of the master's 
doctrine; £. is here, as elsewhere, addressing Pausanias. 

For of themselves.,.. they grow, etc.: sound psychology, if 
my interpretation just above be correct, and capable of serving 
as the basis for a chapter in the philosophy of living, on the 
practical bearings upon character of right and wrong thinking. 

All things have fixed intent : i. e., consciousness. 

Fr. III. Drugs: Gr. (pdpfAoKa; possibly "charms" is better, as sug- 
gested to me by a friend. Galen makes E. the founder of the 
Italian school of medicine. Cf. Burnet, p. 215. 

The dominion over human ills, sickness, windstorms, drought 
and death, here promised to Pausanias, was early imputed to 
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Empedocles himself (cf. Introduction), perhaps, chiefly by vir- 
tue of these lines. 

The might of perished men: Gr. Kara^ifUwov fUpos dp8p6s, 
"Spirits of the dead" seems hardly permissible with H^pot 
(though the word is sometimes used of the spirit, the courage 
of man), and would render still more crass the contradiction 
with what E. has elsewhere told us in the On Nature of the 
psychic life. One would conjecture that the fragment belongs 
to the Purifications, but for the fact that it is addressed to 
Pausaniasy and not, as the latter, to the citizens of Acragas. 



THE PURIFICATIONS. 

The inconsistency of the religious tenets of this poem with the 
philosophic S3rstem of the On Nature is, like the relation between the 
two parts of Pamienides' poem, a commonplace in the history of 
Greek thought; and, though attempts at a reconciliation have been 
made, conservatively by Burnet (p. 271), radically by Bodrero (pas- 
sim), our materials seem too scanty for ansrthing more than in- 
genious speculation. The work evidently owes much to Orphic and 
Pythagorean tradition; but there seems no reason for doubting its 
genuineness. 

Ft. 112. The fellow Acragas: The river beside the walls of Agri- 
gentum. 

As god immortal now: an Orphic line runs: 

'Happy and blessed, shalt thou be a god and no longer 
a mortal." 

Cf. Harrison, Proleg. to Study of Greek Religion, p. 589. 

Crowned both with fillets and with flowering wreaths: Em- 
pedocles' passage about the Sicilian cities reminds one of the 
peasant-prophet who went about the populous towns of Gali- 
lee, followed by the multitudes seeking a sign or a healing 
word; but the simplicity of the Jew is more impressive than 
the display of the Greek. 

Fr. 113. I. e., "Why should I boast of my miracles and my following, 
who am a god and so much above mankind?" E., if an 
Orphic (ci Burnet, p. 213, and his references), has here 
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Kttle of even *^e somewhat elaborate and self-conscious ha- 
mility^ of his sect 

Fr. 115. With amplest oaths: cl fr. da 

Those far spirits: Gr. Wmowi; Burnet (p. 269) identifies 
these with "the long-lived gods" of the On Nature, 

With slaughter: I e,, bloodshed of animals, no less than of 
fellowmen; it probably refers also to the eating of flesh. Cf. 
fr. 136. 

In offense: in sin, sinfully. 

Thrice ten thousand,.,. years: Gr. rpU iwptai Apai, by some 
interpreted as 10,000 years. Cf. Zeller, p. 780. 

Be bom through time, etc. : the doctrine of metempsychosis 
in E. is probably Pythagorean in origin, though apparently 
not entirely Pythagorean in form: ''Non k specializzata solo a 
certi determinati esseri, ma riguarda tutti gli esseri organici 
e giunge sino agli Dei," according to Bodrero (p. 146). 

For now Air hunts them, etc. : Here we have mention of the 
familiar four elements, and below of Hate, but the realm of 
the Blessed and the curse pronounced upon the spirits seem in- 
compatible with the On Nature, Moreover, something is 
needed after all for metemphychosis besides "the reappearance 
of the same corporeal elements in definite combinations" 
(Burnet, p. 271), though perhaps Empedocles deemed that 
sufficient. Cf. the Buddhistic doctrine of reincarnation and 
retribution. Cf. also Gomperz, p. 249 ff. 

Fr. 116. Charis: Aphrodite. In the On Nature (fr. 35) E. refers 
to the unwillingness also of Hate to submit to the law of ne- 
cessity. 

Fr. 117. Possibly as a punishment for having tasted flesh: "Empe- 
docle ci fa sapere che il suo spirito era gii pervenuto alia sede 
dei beati, ma che cedendo alia tentazione accostd impuri cibi 
agli labbri [cf. fr. 139], e tom6 ad essere arbusto, pesce, uccello, 
fanciullo e giovinetta." Bodrero, p. 147. 

^So long as man [in the Orphic belief] has not severed 
completely his brotherhood with plants and animals, not real- 
ized the distinctive marks and attributes of his humanity, he 
will say with Empedocles: 
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'Once on a time a youth was I, and I was a maiden, 
A bush, a bird, and a fish with scales that gleam in the 
ocean.' " 

Harrison, Proleg. to Study of Greek Religion, p. 590. 

Fr. 118. This must refer to Empedocles' feelings, as he entered, 
after banishment from heaven, upon his earthly career (cf. fr. 
119). Cf. 

"Infans.... 
vagituque locum lugubri complet, ut aequmst 
cui tantum in vita restet transire malorum." 

Lucr., V, 226. 

For other parallels see Munro and Guissani, notes to loc. cit. 

Fr. 119. Cf. note to fr. 11& 

Fr. 121. A joyless land : with fr. 122 and 123 this refers, as I under- 
stand it, to our mundane world itself. 

And Labors burthened with the water-jars: this is a para- 
phrase of the puzzling ^pyo- ^ptvurd, which, it has been sug- 
gested to me by Prof. Newbold, "can hardly be anything other 
than the fruitless toil of the water-carriers, representing, if 
the scene be earth, life's disappointments and the vanity of all 
human pursuits." If this interpretation be correct, the figure 
is evidently taken from the conception of the Orphic Hell, 
which, if the literary tradition be reliable, was situated upon 
earth (for water-carriers in Hell, cf. Harrison, Proleg. to 
Study of Greek Religion, Chap. XI, p. 614 flF.) ; but that E. is 
depicting scenes from the Orphic Hell itself may be ques- 
tioned from what is preserved to us of the context : he seems 
throughout these adjacent fragments to be dwelling on the 
earthly abiding place unto which he and others must descend 
from the realm of the blessed. 

But Diels (PPF) : "nee sunt humanae res Huxae (Karsten) 
nee vero foedum morbi genus (Stein), sed agri inundationibus 
vexati.*' According to this, it might run in English : 

"And slimy floods of wasting waters rise 
And wander," ete. 



Cf. 



"Lightning and Inundation vexed the plains." 

Shelley, Prometheus Unbound, I, 169. 
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Fr. 122. There : L e., in the joyless land," the "roofed cave," this 
earth. 

Virgin of the Sun: the moon(?). 

The personas^es that follow are feminine. £. evidently 
imitates the catalogue of Nymphs in IL 2 39: 

Fr. 125. This refers, perhaps, to the passage from the life of the 
blessed to the (relative) death on this earth, where souls are 
wrapped 

"in unfamiliar tunics of the flesh" (fr. 126.), 
and have a hapless existence. 

Fr. 126. This refers to metempsychosis. 

Fr. 127. The worthiest dwellings i for diose who have proceeded in 
their purification ; expanded from the context where the orig- 
inal passage is found (in AeL nat. an., XII, 7., quoted by Diels, 
PPF) : "X^c M Kal 'B. r^r dplanip dwcu /tcrodny^iy r^p rov 
dp$pAwov, 9I fUp h iStop ^ Xf |cf aiMp /tmydyoi, Xhpra ylptff" 
$ai ' tl dk h <Put6p, 9d^P7ipJ* E, conceived the plants as having 
soulSy a fancy not confined to antiquity. 

Fr. 128. A Golden Age seems incompatible with the biology of the 
On Nature, but cf. Burnet (p. 271), who thinks it to be re- 
ferred to the time when Hate was just beginnii^ to separate 
the elements. 

Kydoimos: personification of uproar» as in battle. 

Unmixed blood: the figure is from unmixed wine, which, 
as such, is thick and dark. 

Fr. I2g. "Similiter mentis infinitam vim (philosophi scilicet non vatis) 
Parmenides praedicat fr. 2 'Ktvffae d* S/un din6pra p6ioi Tap§6pra 
pefialws kt\, unde apparet cur nonnulli Parmenidem hie respici 
arbitrati sunt nee dubium cur Pythagorae quater redivivi 
mentio ["a reference to Pythagoras, four times returned to 
life"] facta sit" Diels, PPF. But Burnet (p. 236), conjec- 
turing that E. is still speaking of the Golden Age, thinks the 
"supreme man" is Orpheus. 

In ten or twenty human ages: cf. paraphrase of Diels 
(PPF) : "ubi summa vi mentem intenderat, facile singula quae- 
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cumque sive decern sive viginti hominum saeculis fiebant per- 
spicere solebat" 

Fr. 132. Bodrero in his attempt to interpret harmoniously all the 
thoughts of Empedocles explains this passage with reference 
to what has gone before in the On Nature as follows : "Felice 
colui che ha una cosi perfetta composizione di elementi da 
poter comprendere la natura degli Dei; misero chi per la 
poverti delle proprie risorse, segue le credenze superstiziose 
e comuni" (p. 159). 

Fr. 134. Cf. fr. 29 and note. Burnet thinks that £. is here too 
speaking of the Sphere; but the last lines seem out of place 
in sudi a connection, even though we recall that E. has vaguely 
named the Sphere "God" (fr. 31). 

Fr. 135. Broad-ruling Ether, etc : "den weithin herrschenden Feuer- 
aether und den unermesslichen Himmelsglanz." Diels, FV. 
Cf. note to f r. 38. 

Din of slaughter: killing of animals. Cf. fr. 137 and 115. 
The reader need hardly be reminded of the Orphic interdict 
against eating animal food. 

Fr. 138. "As our philosopher placed life and soul in the blood [cf. 
fr. 105], it was not unnatural for him to speak of 'drawing the 
soul.'" Diels, PPF. The passage seems to refer either to 
the draining or scooping up into a bronze vessel of the blood 
of slaughtered animals, or to cutting their throats with a 
sacrificial knife of bronze. 

Fr. 139. Cf. note on fr. 117. 

Fr. 140. For the probable reason of this injunction cf. fr. 127. 

Fr. 141. A familiar Pythagorean commandment, on the meaning of 
which scholars have offered a variety of suggestions. Bodrero 
(p .149) and others connect it with the doctrine of metem- 
psychosis (cf. fr. 139, 127) ; Burnet (p. 104) well compares it 
(and kindred Pythagorean rules) to the bizarre taboos of 
savages. Possibly there was some fancied association, based 
on shape, with the egg (as E. likened olives to eggs in fr. 79), 
which, as may be gathered from Plutarch, was held by Orphics 
and Pythagoreans to be taboo, perhaps as being the principle 
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of life (cf. Harrison, Proleg. to Study of Creek Religion, p. 
628). 

Fr. 142. ''ctiam sensus incertus, utrum lovis et Hecates regna (cf. 
fr. 13s, 2?) opponantur an quattuor elementa, unde exclusus 
sit scelestus (cf. fr. 115, 9)." Diels, PPF. 

Fr. 143. Scooping : Gr. rafUpT\ 'cutting/ i. e., water for purposes of 
ceremonial lustration (?), for which bronze vessels were regu- 
larly employed. 

Fr. 144. (^rge Herbert uses the same figure somewhere in his 
poems. 

Fr. 145. Evil doings: presumably such "sin" as referred to above 
which doom souls to 

**be bom through time 
In various shapes of mortal kind which change 
Ever and ever paths of troublous life." Fr. 115. 

Fr. 146-7. The last words left us of the all too few on the trans^ 
migration of the soul. 

Fr. 148. This does not refer to "mother earth," but to the human 
body, "rb riii. ^XTf* vtpiKtlfievop aSfia*' (Plut. Quaest. Conviv. 
V 8, 2, p. 683 E [post fr. 80], quoted by Diels, PPF). 

Fr. 149. Of air. 

Fr. 151. Of Aphrodite. 

Fr. 152. Preserved in Aristotle's Poetics, 21, quoted by Diels, PPF. 

Fr. 153. Gr. pavfiS, a very rare word : "<niifialp€i W koI KoiKlap &s irap>*. 
'E/AwtdoK\ei:* Hesych., quoted by Diels, PPF. 

Fr. iS3a. Diels (FV) translates the doxographer: "In sieben mal 
sieben Tagen wird der Embryo (seiner Gliederung nach) 
durchgebiUet*' 
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